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Now irate cab = ge- 


neral decay of piety, there are many, 
who {till profeſs devotion; but few 
| have a juſt idea of it; almoſt all fol- 


their imagination, their charaQter, 
their ſelf. love. From hence ariſes 


which” the devout of both ſexes are 


ed to devotion itſelf. Theſe defeQs 
„ B are 


low 1 in this particular their prejudices, 


that. infinite numbers of defeQts to 


ſubject, of every age, rank and condi- 
tion, and which are wrongfully aſcrib- 
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ate not always hurtful 10 falvation; 


but they are hurtfut to perfection, and 


are obſtacles to holmeſs. They are to 
worldlings an ogcafion of raillery and 
of blaſphemy; to the weak a ſubje& 


of ſcandal ; to the.commonalty of Chri- 
ſtians a pretext which keeps them in 


their ſtate of tepidity, and with-holds 


them from embracing a devout life. 
What powerful reaſons ate theſe to 
induce pious fouls, who have a feeling 


for the glory of God, for their own in- 


tereſts and for thoſe of their neigh- 


dour, to conceive in the fenſe of the 


goſpel an exatt notion of devotion, 
and to expreſs i it in their condutt ! 

I purpoſe to ſet before them afaith- 
ful piure of it in this ſmall tract. I 
invite them to obſerve all the linea- 
ments of it with an attentive eye, and 
then to caft a look on themſelves. 


Self love is ſo blind, the human wilt 
io ear; that 1 dare not hope that 


they 


EW 
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| they will draw from that "compariſon: 
all the advantage, which. naturally 
might be expected; Whether it be be- 
cauſe people in general do not ſee 


i themſelves as they really are; or be- 
by cauſe a long habit, become almoſt a. 


ſecond nature, takes from them the cou- 
rage and even the deſire of becoming 
better; or finally becauſe they find the 
model to be too perfect, and, in the 
deſpair of coming up to it, they will 
not attempt to reſemble it. 1 
Be that as it will, I ſhall think 
myſelf happy if a few reap benefit 
from it, Beſides, I do not write fog 
devout people only. Many Chriſtians: 
are in ſuſpenſe between an ordinary 
life, and an open profeſſion of folid' | 
piety. This work is perhaps he 
means, which God chuſes to make uſe: _ 
of to determine them, and to fix hem 
unalterably in virtue. There ate 
Ew who return to God daily: they 


B2 bave 
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have hitherto. been ignorant of the 
manner of ſerving him; they will be 


pleaſed'to find themſelves enabled to 
be inſtructed in; it, by a book, the pe- 


hours. In ſhort, young people who 
begin to give | themſelves to God, 


"=, they have no prejudices to fight a- 
| gainſt, or bad habits to correct, it will 
| ſuffice to point out to them the path, 
i to engage them to walk in it, and to 
f preſerve themſelves from the errors 
and impertetiions of a miſ-underſtood 
devotion. | | 
To them in particular I recom- 


charged with their education, may put 


- 


ruſal of which requires but a few 


ought to be enlightened, and taught 
the right road that leads to him. As 


mend this book. Thoſe, who are 


it into their hands, when they ſhall 
judge them fit to underſtand it and 
profit by it; that is, at the age in 
which their reaſon and their heart are 


ſulfl- 


ö 
g 
d 
1 
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Faſficiently unfolded.” I do not 'think 
it adviſeable for them to read it foon= 
er. | The firſt. impreſſion is always the 
moſt decifive for the good or bad ſuc- 
ceſs of a work of piety; if once it 
fails, it is hardly recoverable. And 
therefore it is proper to wait, until it 
can be ſolid and well- grounded. 

3 8 H. 1 44 

What is devotion? Each one de- 
fines it in his own way. To a liber- 
tine, the being devout, is to believe 


in God, and to have ſome principles 
of religion. To a ſaint, it is to be ab- 


ſorbed and loſt in God. Between 
theſe two extremes, there is almoſt an 
endleſs number of definitions, which 


are more or leſs, juſt as they approach 


the one and recede from the other: 

Io define it exactly, I adhere to 
* word itſelf, and to the idea which 
it expreſſes. The word devotion is 
latin, and in our language it preciſely 
4 2 At —_— agnifies, 
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bignifies, the ate of being devoted OF 
dedicated. Therefore to be devout 
is the ſame thing as to be devoted to 
God. It is upon the idea, which the 
term of being devoted offers to the 
mind, that I ſhall ground whatever I 
have to ſay on devotion; after hav- 
ing premiſed, that when God, and our 
duties towards him are in queſtion, the 
words ſhould be taken in the moſt ſe- 
rious and the moſt extenſive ſenſe. 
Now, in Engliſh as well as in La- 
tin, we know no expreſſion that is 
ſtronger than that of being devoted, in 
order to expreſs the utmoſt attach- 
ment, the abſolute and voluntary de- 


pendence, the affeQionate zeal, in a 


word the diſpoſition of the mind and 
heart of wholly ſubmitting ourſelf to 
the will of another, of preventing. his 
withes, of embracing his intereſts, and 
of ſacrificing every thing for his xc. 


Thus we ſay * a child, a ſervant, a 


ſubject, 


F 
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ſubjeR, that he is devoted to his father, 
to his maſter, to his prince. We alſo 
ſay that a man is devoted to ambition, 
or to any other paſſion, when he only 


thinks of ſatisfying it; when he ſeeks 


every means, directs all his views. and 
_ enterpriſes to that purpoſe, and when 
it ſo abſorbs him, that he hardly can 


pay attention to any other objeRQ. 
The being devoted to God .com- 
prehends all this in the moſt eminent 


degree; and it adds beſides a conſe- 


cration, by virtue of which, he, who is 
conſecrated, belongs no longer to him- 
felf, has no longer a right over him- 


elf, and appertains, by the moſt ſacred 
and the moſt irrevocable a& of reli- 
gion, to the Supreme Being, to whom 


he has devoted himſelf. 

Such is the idea, which I . to 
myſelf of devotion, by explaining the 
preciſe ſignification of the word. The 
en of it, I own, has its: beginning, 


we 
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* 


its progreſs and its perfection; but the 
act of dedication ſhould be full, entire 
and perfect i in the will, at. the moment 
in which it is formed. Without going 


further, and from this ſimple defini- 
tion, we may pretty well judge how 


rare devotion is among Chriſtians, and 
whether we ourſelves be devout. 
III. 

The conſecration, which we owe to 
God, is ſingular in its kind; it is 
grounded on titles, which only apper- 
tain to him, and which he cannot ſhare 
with any one elſe. God is our firſt be- 
ginning and our laſt end. He has cre- 


ated us and preſerves us every mo- 


ment. We are indebted to him for all 
the advantages, we poſſeſs both of ſoul 
and body: the heavens, the earth, and 
all the good things we enjoy are' the 
work of his hands and the gifts of his 
liberal beneficence; he diſpoſes at 


pleaſure of eyery.event; and his pro- 


vidence 
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vidence has our welfare in view in all 
| his deſigns and arrangements. 
He has made us that we might 
know him, love him and ſerve him, 
and thereby merit the Eternal poſſeſ. 
ſion of him. Enriched, from our firſt 
origin, with all the benefits of nature 
and of grace, a laſting felicity was at- 
tached to the obſervance of a precept, 
which is the moſt ſimple, the moſt juſt 
and the moſt ealy. But being fallen 
from that ſupernatural ſtate, - through 
the diſobedience of our firſt parents; 
God has re- inſtated us in it by an ad- 
mirable invention of his love, in giving 
us his own Son, and taking vengeance 
on him for our ſins, that he might 
make room for mercy. . 

To the general benefit of 9 
tion, add thoſe which are particular. 
A good education, the many graces of 
preſervation, the many ſins forgiven, 
che tender reproaches and ſecret invi- 
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tations to return to him, the many 
marks, in ſhort, of a yore _ 
1 

God is our e mary nd, 
to \ ſpeak properly, he is our only good. 
As we have received all from him, fo 
alſo do we expect all from him in fu. 
ture, as we only can be happy through 
him. He is our King, our Lawgiver, 
our Rewarder, the Supreme Arbiter of 
our deſtiny. Add to this what he is 
in himſelf, the eternity and the infi- 
nity of his being and of his perfections. 


Add alfo that which he is to us, in 


the perſon of Jeſus Chriſt. 


Pauſe now for a moment : refle 
on each one of theſe titles, which I have 


barely mentioned: weigh the force of 


them; eſtimate their full value; ap- 


praiſe the claims they have over you, 


the ſentiments they exact from you, 


and the obligations they impoſe upon 


you. After having conſidered them 


ſeparately, 
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b ende re-unite them; and con- 
ceive, if you can, the immenſe extent 
of the duties, which relatively to you; 
_ reſult from them. Meaſure the capa- 
city of your heart; and ſee if it could 
_ diſcharge the debts, which it owes to 
God, although it were to exhauſt itſelf 
in refpect, love, gratitude and ſubmiſ- 
ſion. Judge whether your conſecra- 
tion, how far ſoever you may carry it, 
will ever bear a proportion to ſo many 
titles. 


IV. 

All other conſecrations, even the 
moſt lawful, cannot be compared with 
that: nothing is more evident. But 
beſides, every conſecration that ſhould 
ſtand in oppoſition to it, that ſhould in 
the leaſt trench upon it, or even that 
were not entirely ſubordinate to it, 
would be an outrage which God ne 
ceſſarily muſt condemn and puniſh, 
The homage, the reſpeR, the love, the 
obedience 
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obedience, which we pay to any crea- 
ture whatever, are no farther juſt and 
pleaſing to God, than he himſelf com- 
mands and authoriſes them, no farther 
than they keep within the bounds,— 
which he has preſcribed, no farther 
than they are referred to him, and are 
the expreſſion of the ſupreme homage, 
of the infinite reſpect, of the unparal- 
jelled love and of the abſolute obedi- 
ence, which are due to him alone. The 
true Chriſtian knows but one conſecra- 
tion, of which all the others are only 
an extenſion and an application, viz. 
that which appertains to God. He 
conſecrates to him alone his mind, his 
heart and his body; for him alone 
does he breathe, think and act: God 
is the principle, the motive and the 
end of all the duties he fulfills towards 
mis neighbour. 


| V. The 
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Ihe firſt and grand objeR of devo» 
tion or conſecration (for I ſhall pro- 
miſcuouſly make uſe of theſe two 
terms) is therefore the glory of God; 
and the accompliſhment of his will. 
God himſelf, in all his works, can have 
no other motive, and he does not als 
low a Chriſtian, or rather he abſolutely: 
forbids him to ſubſtitute: any other. 
We only exiſt to glorify God, and we 
only can glorify him by loving and o- 
beying him. This glory of God muſt 
hold. the firſt place in our thoughts 
and in our defires : it muſt be the 
ſpring of all our actions. Every other 
intention, although good ng holy; 
muſt yield to this. „ 

The Lord's prayer infirutts us in 
this. The firſt petitions relate only 
to God and to the intereſts of his glory. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed 
be thy name; n all rational creatures 


8 8 pPraiſe 
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praiſe thee, adore thee, and emulouſly 
celebrate thy holineſs; may they imi- 
tate thee, in becoming holy them- 
ſelves, becauſe thou art holy, and per- 


feQ, as thou art perfect; and be thou 


hallowed in them and by them, Thy 


knowledge thee for their only ſove- 
reign may they eſtabliſh thee the ab- 
ſolute maſter 'of their heart, and may 
they invite thee to exerciſe over them 
the ſupreme dominion, of which thou 
art ſo jealous. Thy will be done on earth 
as it is in heaven. The angels and the 
| bleſſed know no ether law, than thy 
will: it is the principle of the order, 


of the peace and of the charity, that 


reigns amongſt them, and they place 
all their happineſs in accompliſhing it. 
May it be the ſame here below among 


men; may they only uſe their liberty 


to fubmit it, not only to thy orders, 
dut alfo to thy good-will, and to the 


1 


kingdom come; may all creatures ac- 
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appointments of thy adorable provi i- 
dence. Such ought to be the moſt 
intimate and the moſt ardent vows of 
true devotion. Are they ours? Does 
the heart accompany the mouth that 


utters them daily? Do our intentions 


and actions vouch for the 2 of 
dur W 
VI. 1 
The ſecond object of the truly de- 


vout man, is his own ſanRtification. 


He efficaciouſly wiſhes it, not as an 
embelliſhment and as a perfection of 
bis ſoul, but as a thing, which God com- 
mands, which is pleaſing to him, and 
It is 
not to take complacency in hisvirtues, 
that he endeavours to acquire them, 


dut to pteaſe God. N either is he an- 


xious to know whether he do pleaſe 
him, but acting with uprightneſs and 
ſimplicity, he looks not for a * 
of the worth of his ations: 

In 


* 
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In like manner, if he. carefully 
4 every ſin and every imperfec- 


tion, it is not merely becauſe it is a 


ſtain and pee of the, ſoul; but 
Fee that ee the infinite <= 
liveſs and purity of his looks; an ob- 
jebt that is odious to him, and pro- 
vokes his indignation: ſo that at the 
time that he is ſorry, with reſpett to 
God, ſor a fault committed, he is well 
pleaſed. with the ſentiment of abaſe- 
ment and humiliation, which his fault 
occaſions i in him. Fi 
He aims at holineſs, nat. t. 1 appro- 
priate it to himſelf, or to poſſeſs it as 
his own property, but to pay homage 
to God by it, and to give to him all the 
glory of i it, as to the only ſource. of ho- 
lineſs. ny 1 
He wiſhes to wcnn a ſaint, not 
in his own. way, and according to his 
own ideas, but according. 0 the views 
11 and 
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and the ideas of God. He is not ig- 
norant that his ſanQification i is much 
more the work of. God than his own, 
that far from being able of - himſelf to 
do any thing towards it; he would ſpoil 
the work, were he to attempt to begin 
it; that God muſt begin, continue and 
finiſh; that it is his part to leave the 
whole to che great artificer, to pura 
obſtacle in the way, and to ſecond * 


deſign of the firſt mover by * con- 


ſent and co-operation. - 

Finally his deſires do not lead hich | 
to a ſublime holineſs, through a falſe 
elevation of ſentiments, and through a 
jealous emulation of ſome privileged 
ſouls; but he only wiſhes to fill up the 
meaſure of holineſs, towhich Gad calls 
him, to | torreſpond with the graces 
which he receives from him, and to be 
faithful according to the extent of the 
degree he is in: he is as well pleaſed 
at having received but one talent, 

C | 8 | 
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provided he employ it properly, as if 
n ene two or even five. 


"WS I. 
be Ah oben of 8 


— h What ifttereſts us the moſt, is 


dur ow happineſs. It is infeparably 
annexed to our being devoted to God. 
To be happy, is to be united to the 
ſovereign good; and devotion eom- 


 mences łhat umon here below, in order 


to eonfurnmate it in eternity. Our 
— ineſs is alſo a neceſſary conſe- 
dasbee of our ſan@ification; for it is 
@ ceftain principle chat what tends to 
render the -fout better, tends on that 
very account to render it more happy. 
Perfection and happineſs are to each 
viker like che cauſe and the effect. 
This is true even with regard to God, 
an whom happimefs is not ſo much u 
perfection, s it is the reſult of his in 
Ante perfections. It is therefore in- 

eomeſtable that devotion, when well 


underſtood 
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underſtood and praftifed, is the ſource 
and the only ſource, of the ſolid hap- 
pineſs which man Lan * upon 
earth. Th 


But this tranſient bars Bets is but "2 


ſhadow, if compared to the eternal 


beatitude, which God promiſes4&thoſt 


who ſhall have been devoted to him. 
In providing for bis own glory, he has 


not neglected our welfare: on the 


contrary, he will have our intereſt to 
depend on his glory, and that, in .our 
| ſubmiſſion to his will, we ſhould find 
all the advantages bath of this and the 
other life. If devotion do not always 
produce ſuch an effect here below, the 


fault is on the fide of thoſe who miſ- 


underſtand | it, and practiſe it impro- 
perly- 
In the infinitely juſt aud the: infi- 


nitely ſimple ideas of the divine mod, | 


the two other objetts are reduced 10 8 * = . 


the firſt; and are blended with it. God 
3 C 2 5 ſees 
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Tees the glory which he expetts from 
us, he ſees in it our holineſs, he ſees in 
it our happineſs. For this reaſon the 
truly devout man conſiders his ſanQifi- 


. cation but as the means to glorify God; 
I and his own happineſs but as included 
I in the glory of God, of which it is the 


ſequence. He therefore makes this 
glory his principal object, and the great 
end of his actions, from his conviction 
that he will become holy and happy in 
proportion as he ſhall have procured 
it. He does not exclude the other b 
two objects: God forbid; 3 1 
often thinks of them; but the firſt ; 
prevails, and covers, as It were, the 
other two. | * 
It is not ſo with an ordinary devout 
man. The object to which he gives 
the preference, and his greateſt atten- 
tion is his ſalvation. He has only this 
view in mind; he does what he thinks 
is * to ſecure it: he ſhuns what 
he 
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he judges may expoſe it to danger: 


this is the meaſure of his holineſs; and 
he hardly proceeds farther. As to the 
glory of God, he ſeldom acts directly 


for that, though he will admit of no- 
thing that may oppoſe it. Thus does 


the love of his own intereſt, which he - 


conſiders preferably to every thing 
elſe, induce him to invert the order 
which God would have him place be- 
.tween theſe three objects. From 
hence ariſe all the defetts of his devo- 


tion. 


VIII 


Let us come to a detail of the qua- 
| lities which charaQterize the being de- 


voted to God. No one 1s ignorant 


that devotion is ſupernatural, in which 
light ſoever we may view it: ſuperna- 
tural in its objet, which is God known, 
not merely by reaſon, but by faith; in 
its motives, in its means, and in its 


end: ſupernatural, in as much as it is 


C 3 impoſſible 
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impoffible for man to coneeive an idea 


of it, by the only light of his reaſon, 


or to embrace it by the power only of 
his will, or to put it in practice by his 
own ſtrength only: ſupernatural, be- 
cauſe far fram being favorable in any 
thing to corrupt nature, it oppoſes it, 


and aims at reforming it. 


We cannot therefore be attracted 
to devotion hut by the action of grace, 
which enlightens the mind, folicits the 
will, and fortifies liberty: we cannot 
maintain ourſelves in it, or advance in 
it, or attain to the perſection of it, but 
by the help of grace. 

And as, excluſive of ſome certain 
graces which entirely prevent the ſoul, 
God does not grant the others but by 
means of prayer}; it follows that the 


Arſt thing that devotion inſpires is an 


inclination to prayer; or rather it is 
itſelf _ ſpirit of grace and of prayer, 
| which 
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_ whieh Gad promiſes. by bis prophet “ 
to diffuſe on his people. It is a n 
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of prayer, that is to ſay; a diſpoſition, 
an habitual tendency. of the ſoul to- 


_ wards God, by adoring his fupreme 


majeſty, by giving thanks for his hlef- 


fing, by aſking pardon for paſt offen- 
ces, by praying for the helps, which 


are needful to our weakneſs; it. is 2 
ſpirit of grace, becauſe this diſpoſi- 
tion and this tendency are the efte& 
of grace. 

I ſay, an babitual diſpoſition which 


always ſubſiſts in the will, which con- 


ſtantly keeps it bent towards Gad, and 


| which, according to the occaſion and 


exigency, is produced by poſitive and 


formal as, that are expreſſed by word 


of mouth or by the beart. Theſe po- 
ſitive acts cannot be continual: but 
the interior affection that produces 


* Zach, xii. 40. 


C4 and 
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and animates them, may and ought to 
be ſo. And it is this habitual eleva- 
tion of the ſoul to God, which is 
| meant by the precept of Jeſus Chriſt, 
we ought always to pray,” ane not to 
—_—_—_— 5-7-2 

If you have this ſpirit of prayer, 
you have true ' devotion. But you 
have it not yet, if you only pray 
through duty or neceſſity, and not 
through reliſh and inclination: if the 
exerciſe of it be painful to you, and 
repugnant, if it coſt you much labour: 
if you find it irkſome, and are liſtleſs, 
tepid and wilfully diſtracted in it; if 
you count the moments you ſpend in 
it, if you curtail it as much as you can: 
if in ſhort you pay God, as a bad deb- 
tor pays his debts. We may in this 
manner ſay many prayers, through ha- 
bit, human _ and ny rote, with- 


* 1 Xxviii. Is | 
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out having the ſpirit of prayer, and 
there is nothing ſo common. 2748508 

But this ſpirit of prayer is evi- 
dently an interior ſpirit, becauſe it is a 
ſpirit of grace, the ſpirit of the Son; 
which God has ſent into our hearts, cry- 
ing Abba, Father* that is to ſay, putting 
in us a filial affection, which is like a 
continual cry of the heart towards God 
our Father. This divine ſpirit is more 
interior, than any thing that is the moſt 
intimate in us; and it diſplays its ac 
tion.on the moſt noble faculties of the 
ſoul, on our underſtanding, our will 
and our liberty. True devotion there. 
fore is eſſentially interior : it reſides 
in the inmoſt of the heart, from whence 
it inſpires good thoughts and ſenti- 
ments. From within it communicates 
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ifelf without, and gives life to all tho 
exterior works of piety. 1815 

In fatt, what would a e exte- 
rior devotion be, which confiſted only 
in words and vain proteſtations, or at 


from the heart? It would be a phan- 
tom of devotion, which might deceive 
men who only judge from appearan- 
ces; but it could not deceive God, 
whoſe eye goes ſtraight to the heart. 
Men pay more attention to the advan- 
tages of the ſervice: which they receive, 


than to the goodneſs of the vill wich 


which they are ſerved. 

But what need bas God of our "ft 
mages? They are no farther pleafing 
than they Are glorious to him; and 
they are no farther glorious to him, 
han they are ſincere and than they flow 
from the heart. | 

Devotion is alſo interior, becauſe 


it withdraws the ſoul from the exterior 


ob- 


e edt — MS AMI ewes, 


or AE orten. 


objeQs that caule Allpstidu: it bringt 
the foul back rwifelf,;ind-onttes ts 
God in Rs on interior. The (out is 
therefore taught to reſflrain thei ſenſes, 


10 regulate the imaglhatien, to ſuppreſs | 
vain thoughts, 10 qulet ) emotions, d 


confine defires, and to celleft all ins 
ſtrength in order to keep iiſelf united 
to the objebt 20 Which t is devoted; 
By this interior anion with God, the 
foul ſanctiſies not only its vocal and 
mental prayers, not only the practice 
of its duties and good works, but ale 
all animal aQtions, ſuch as eating, 
drinking, fleeping, and ſuch as fem to 
be the moſt indifferent, referring them 
to theglory of God, Ma the 
advice of the Apoſtle. 
Devotion gives an ee 
knowledge of that ſaying of Jeſus 
Chriſt, the kingdom of heaven is * within 
you®, themeating of vieh no © one can 
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comprehend but he who is uu de- 
vout. God, by the operation of his 


grace, exerciſes chis kingdom on the 


ſoul of him vb is devoted to him, 


and renders it attentive to his voice, 


by which at every inſtant he makes 


known to it his will. And, as this 
voice is. infinitely delicate, and as it 
cannot be heard in the diſſipation, in 
the hurry and buſtle of the paſſions, 
the ſoul that has once felt the charms 
of it, and knows how beneficial it is to 
be docile to it, endeavours to keep it-, 
ſelf in recollection, in calmneſs, in an. 
interior ſolitude, and in the greateſt. 
attention, that it may loſe none of the 
inſtructions and admonitions which 
God is pleaſed to give it. | 

It is thus that a ſervant, who is 
devoted to his maſter, who is always 


ready to do his will, never permits 


himſelf to be diſtracted by other mat- 


ters; he is attentive to his words, tries 


tO 
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to  uiderſtand the; obſerves his mo- 
tions and the ſmalleſt _ of bis in- 
tentions. ee ene e 
This attention ; muſt be continual, 
| becauſe the action of grace on the ſoul, 
is continual. It is a thread that di- 
reas the ſoul, which it muſt conftantly | 
keep in hand, for ſhould it let go for 
a moment, it cannot but go aſtray. 
In'fact, whoſoever has ſeriouſly given 
himſelf to God, experiences that his 
interior admonitions are continual, 
and he ſenſibly feels them, until he 
has acquired a habit of acting through 
the ſpirit of grace: but when once 
this ſpirit is become familiar, and as it 
were natural, he follows it almoſt im- 
perceptibly, though the influence of 
it on his attions is the ſame. FP, 
Should it be objetted, that ſo cloſe 
and continued an attention. muſt. be 
very painful; I anſwer, in the firſt 
- place, that a truly devout man never 
will 
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will tart ſuch an objeQion, ane thae it 
never will occur to him. This is elear 
to every one who underſtands the 


meaning of being devoted to God. 


I anſwer, in the fecond place, chat if 
it be painful, it is ſweetned by love, 


and habit facilitates what at firſt was 


difficult, | 
X. 


It would however be a groſs illu- 


Gon to imagine, that devotion muſt be 


wholly interior, and, under pretence 
that God ſees the interior, to ſuppteſs 
vocal prayer and other exterior marks 
of picty. We are men, and not pure 
ſpirits. It is proper that the body 


foul, and that our chief organs ſhould 


be employed in the praiſes of God. 


We have received them for this pur- 
poſe, and it is the nobleſt uſe we can 
make of them: The whole man eule 
— pray. 


Befides 
| L 
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Befides the foul itſelf ſtands in need 
of being rouſed and  fupported in its 
piety, by what affedts the ſenſes. 
Hence the exterior apparel of the vor- 
ſhip, the order and the majeſty of the 
ceremonies, the motions and infleQion 
of the ſinging, he ſight of pictures, and 
of other pious objetts, are neceflary 
means to entertain devotion. The 
decent and humble compoſure of the 
body, the knees bent, the hands joined, 
the eyes modeſtly caſt down, or lifted 
up towards heaven, are ſo many ex- 
preſſions of the reſpect, and of the at- 
tention of the ſoul in prayer, which is 
naturally;and imperceptibly led to join 
in ſentiment with theſe exterior- teſti- 
monies, 325 | 
Add to this, the ee 
we owe to our neighbour, who can 
only judge of our piety from What is 
apparent. And alſo, that as religion 
is the firſt link af ſociety, it exatts a 


com- 
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mon, Public, and conſequently. an ex- 
terior worſhip, in which men pay their 


vos, and offer their prayers to God, 
and animate: each other to ſing his 
praiſes. The eccleſiaſtical, miniſtry, 
which is of divine inſtitution, is an 


evident proof of the neceſſity of an 
exterior worſhip. . 

There was never any one truly 
devout, even in the greateſt ſolitude, 
who had not ſtated times in the day 
for vocal prayer. The interior ſpirit 


itſelf inſpires it even into thoſe who are 


the moſt contemplative. 

Whether therefore we pray to God 
in places of reſort, or in private, we 
ſhould ſo attend to mental Prayer as 
not to omit that which is vocal. The 
firſt could not long uphold itſelf with- 
out the ſecond, and would infallibly 
degenerate into a proud and dange- 
rous inattivity. . In proportion as it 
is difficult to diſcharge properly. the 

duty 
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duty of vocal prayer, unleſs it be join- 
ed to the practice of mental prayer, 
which is the ſource from whence the 
interior ſpirit flows, ſo is it difficult 
for the ſoul to ſupport itſelf in bare 
contemplation without the oceaſional 
aſſiſtance of vocal prayer. It even 
commonly happens in contemplation, 
that the ſoul expreſſes its affeQtions 
and tranſports by words, looks, ſighs, 
tears, and other motions, which are 
almoſt forced from it: and this pro- 

ceeds from the union between the ſoul. 
and body, and from their mutual cor- 
reſpondence. 


XI. 

If it be an abuſe to exclude vocal 
prayer from devotion, it is a much 
more common one to baniſh from it 
mental prayer. This may be excu- 
lable in vulgar ignorant people, who 
hardly make uſe of their reaſon, as 
1 | alſo, 
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move their lips, and that God does not 
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* nl 


alſo, in the firſt heat of youth,-in whom 
the extreme levity of the imagination 
ſtands in need of ſome ſenſible object 


to fix it! But is it pardonable, in per- 


ſons of riper years, and who are better 


informed, not to know how to pray, 


but with a book in hand: and to ima- 
gine, that they are idle, unlefs they 


hear them, unleſs they articulate their 
petitions, often loud enough to diſturb 


thoſe who are praying by them? How 


many pious women go to Church, 
loaded with books, in which all their 
devotion is contained? You ſee them 
take up one after the other, for this or 
for that purpoſe, on this and on that 
occaſion. - The acts and the forms are 
ready drayn. up, they have only to 
pronounce them; and provided they 
have omitted none of them, they think 
they have diſcharged their duty, and 

that 


J _ 1 


* 


or REAL DEVOTION» 35 


chat God demands no more of them. 


Nevertheleſs the leaſt att formed by 
the heart, the leaſt ſentiment of their 
own, would be more pleaſing to God, 
and more beneficial to themſelves. 
But their heart is 'freezed, dry and 
empty; it ſays nothing amidſt the flow 


of words which the mouth utters. 


In vain do they alledge, that pray- 


ers, ready made, move and nouriſh 


their devotion. I can hardly believe 
it of thoſe methodical acts, in which 
are expreſſed, in fine language, ſenti- 
ments that are foreign to thoſe who 
recite them, and perhaps to him whe 
compoſed them. But I will allow, that 


they move at firſt on account of their 


novelty, and that the imagination is 


affeted by them much more than the 


heart. People tire at laſt of forms 
that recur daily: they ceaſe to make 
an impreflion: they clov: they are 

Lo repeated 
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repeated mechanically and by r rote: 
then others are ſought for which have 
no better effect. 

Why do we not take up an early 
habit of recollection, of ſeeking, as 
David did, in our heart, the prayer, 
which we wiſh to make to God, of 
complaining to him of our coldneſs 
and inſenſibility, and of eonjuring him 
10 ſupply our ſpiritual poverty? 
Would it be praying ill, humbly to 
acknowledge, in his preſence, our mi- 
ſery, to implore the aſſiſtance of his 
grace; and if, at intervals, we feel 
ſome good ſentiments, to aſeribe them, 
with gratitude, to the author of all 
gifts. 

When the ſource of devotion is in 
the heart, it is inexhauſtible; the re- 
flektions, which flow from it, continu- 
ally vary, and produce, at each time, 
a freſh reliſh, In order to expreſs 
them, 
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them, there is no need of ſtudied 
ſpeeches; the moſt ſimple, the moſt 
natural, and the moſt lively expreſ- 
ſions immediately preſent themſelves. 
Even the ſilence of a heart, that is 
moved and ſoftened, is more eloquent 
than words; and frequently it is the 
only way left to teſtify what is * 
rienced. 


Is it not clear, that ſuch forms of 


prayer encourage lazineſs, and diſ- 
penſe with the preparation for prayer, 
which the wiſe man enjoins? “ The 
opening and reading of the book is all 
the preparation. 

Lou muſt not ſpeak to ſuch * 


of meditation. They cannot medi- 


tate, they ſay; their head will not 
bear it. I own, that meditation is 
painful to thoſe who are not uſed to 
reflect; that lively ' imaginations are 


* Eccl. xviii. 13. 
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not much calculated for it,and that few 
| heads are capable of continuing, it for 
2 great length of time. Should they 
be adviſed to drop all refleQions, once 
they are in the preſence of God, and 
to go to affections; they will anſwer, 
that their will is not eaſily moved; 
that if they have a good thought, it 
preſently vaniſhes, and on this account, 
they make uſe of books. | 

I youtell them to keep themſelves 
at reſt, and gently to draw down. the 
dew from heaven, by reiterated, vivid 
and ſhort acts, they condemn this reſt 
as a ſtate of idleneſs, and expreſs their 
averſion to this manner of praying, 
' which however is that of interior ſouls. 
For which reaſon they are not interior, 
and they dread ſo to be. And yet 
they imagine themſelves devout, be- 
cauſe they ſay many things, and con- 
verſe FE with God; but this _ 

ſerves 


pleaſe God. They aim at a palpable. 


: fors they ſpend themfetves in a recita? 
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dees fatigue thelf lunge without 


inflating the heart. N 
Let them ſay what dle will, ſelk⸗ 


love guides their prayers; they pray 


more to pleaſe themfelves than to 


of a collection of forms of prayer, and 
ſpeak ſome aloud, that the ear may bean 
additional witneſs. St. Anthony, who 


doubtleſs was truly devout, was not of 


this way of thinking; for being aſked: 
which was the beſt manner of praying; 
anſwered, © It is when we pray with- 
out perceiving it.“ | 
Another abuſe of exterior dev 


tion, is that of multiplying the pratti- 
ces of it ſo much as almoſt to render i it 


impra@icable. The day is hardly 
long enough'to people of this temper; 


they retain their ancient methods, and 
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daily aſſume new ones; ſo that their 
mind is conſtrained, and their liberty 
encroached upon: they often trench 
on the duties of their ſtate of life, in 


order to pray: or if they try to do 


both at once, their attention is ſo di- 
vided, that they do neither as they 
ought. It is certainly very proper to 
intermix ſome ejaculatory prayers with 
our occupations, and now and then to 
ſuſpend them, in order to renew the 
thought of the preſence of God. But 


ſuch prayers ſhould be ſhort, and come 


rather from the heart than the lips. 
XII. 


True - devotion admits of no re- 


ſerve. It conſiſts in yielding ourſelves 
up totally to grace, and in being reſol- 
ved to go as far as that will lead us. 


To yield ourſelves up to grace, is to 


remove all the obſtacles we know of, 
that are a hinderance to its aQtion : it 
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js to ſollow it, ſtep by ſtep; with an ex 
add fidelity, and never to prevent it, 


or throw ourſelves into any of the ex- 


ceſſes of an indiſcreet fervor. People 


are liable to this fault, in the firſt tranf- 


ports of their new-conceived love. 


Several ſaints have blamed themſelves 


for it, and in particular St. Bernard, | 


who ruined his ſtomach at an early 


period, by too much abſtinence. The 
devil alſo often interferes, who, on our 
entering the career, endeavours io ex- 
hauſt our ſtrength, that he may pre- 
vent us Sow an it, and W i 


us to deſiſt. 


But in every other reſpett, it is 
clear, that to enter into a compoſition 
with God, to be unwilling to uſe vio- 


lence with ourſelves but to a certain 


degree, to ſet bounds to our ſpiritual 
race, and to reſolve not to exceed 


them, is not a devoting of ourſelves to 


God; 
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Vo, but a giving of ourſelves to him 
with meaſure and reſtriction. In the 
intimate connexions, which may inter- 


vene between men and men, it is ne- 
ceſſary that there ſhould be reſtric- 
tions; for the right, Which God has 

over us, muſt always be excepted. 
But as God is infinitely fuperior to all 


that exiſts, and as nothing can limit 


the exerciſe of his domimon over his 


ereatures, his ſervice is not, of itſelf, 
| ſuſceptible of any reſerve, and whoſo- 


ever embraces it, ſhould embrace it 
without any exception or condition. 
For to devote ourſelves to him, is to 
engage ourſelves to acknowledge no 
other law than his ſupreme will, and to 
conform ourſelves to it, how painful | 
ſoever it may be to nature. 
Neither muſt we alledge our weak. | 
neſs; and ſay, I never ſhould be able to 
do ſuch and ſuch things; even though 


grace 
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grace ſhould demand it of me. The 
will of God renders poſſible whatever 
it commands, becauſe it always joins 
to the commandments the means of 
accompliſhing it. God would be un- 
juſt, if, whilſt be expreſſed a deſire of 
our doing any thing, he did not give 
us ſufficient aſſiſtance, ſince of our- 
ſelves we can. do nothing. You read 
ſome heroical deeds in the lives of 
ſaints; and, whilſt you admire them, 
you deſpair of imitating them. But 
how do you know, that God will de- 
mand ſuch things of yow? And if he 
ſhould, Why could you not do with his 
grace, what this and the other did? 
Be not therefore frightened: What 
appears to you to-day ablolutely im- 
 pratticable, will ſeem to you, if not 
ealy, at leaſt very poſſible, when the 
time of action comes on. 
It is not always an evil will chat 
prompts us to theſe {ſecret reſerves, 
| | _ when 
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when we engage in the path of devo. 
tion: if it were, I would not heſitate 
to advance, that a devotion like this 
were falſe and illuſive; that we ſhould 
evidently expoſe ourſelves to fail in 
our engagements, as God owes us no 
graces, whereby we are to ſerve him, 
as we chuſe ourſelves; and that we 
ſhould hazard even our falvation, how- 
ſoever deſirous we might be of ſecur- 
ing it. The ordinary cauſe of theſe 
reſerves is, that, ſeeing before us the 
vaſt career of ſanity, and conſulting 
only our preſent ſtrength, we fancy 
ourſelves incapable of running it en- 
tirely over. We therefore enter up- 
on it, becauſe we are of good will; 
but we form a plan to ourſelves, agree- 
able to our actual weakneſs, to which 
we mean to confine n without 
going farther. 

This is a groſs error, that proceeds 


nd from ignorance, partly from 
ſelf, 
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ſell-love, which is attentive to its con- 
veniency, and partly alſo from the de- 
vil who is jealous of our progreſs. We 
ought to reflect, that our ſtrength has 
no other , principle than grace; that 
we ſhall grow ſtrong in proportion as 
we are faithful; that God always mea- 
ſures the greatneſs of his helps by the 
greatneſs of the difficulties: fo that, 
the more we advance, the greater is 
our ardour to run, and the more eaſily 
are the obſtacles overcome. What 
ſhould we ſay of a child, who, not re- 
flecting that his ſtrength will inſenſibly 
increaſe with age, ſhould proportion, 
to his preſent weakneſs, the burden, 
- which he is to carry, when he becomes 
a man, and would not believe, that he 
then could carry twenty times more? 
Whoſoever therefore you be, who | 
mean to give yourſelf to God, give 
ren to him . and entirely. 
| Do 
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Do not enter into any compoſitic 
with him. Have no other fear, than 
that of not being generous enough. 
Be perſuaded, that the ſmalleſt reſerve 
would weaken you, even in thoſe 
things which you freely engage in; 
and that, on the contrary, your burden 
will be ſo much the lighter, as you re- 
Je the diminution of it. 
This can ſeem a paradox only to 
view. who does not conſider, that God 
diſplays all the power of his grace, in 
favor of a noble and generous ſoul 
that ſpares no pains to pleaſe him; 
and that a narrow and contracted 
cough induces him to be * par- 
ing n 
It is not to my <a to explain, 
in the detail, what it is to have no re- 
ferve with God, or what kinds of re- 
ſerve, open or hidden, mix with moſt 
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row ie kniet of this work. Practice will 
teach thoſe, Who are of at * 
more, than what I could _ 
PEST Ye XIII. . 

True Abe admits of no divke 
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p 
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Such is the law of a proper conſecra- 


tion. The adoration, which compre- 


hends the homage of the mind and of 
the heart, excludes all reſerve; and 


the ſervice, which belongs only to 


God, excludes all diviſion. Every 
other ſervice, beſides his, is only law- 
ful, in as much as it flows from and 
depends. upon his ſervice. Jeſus 
Chriſt has declared, that no-one can 


ſerve two maſters}, ſuch as God and the 


world, whoſe wills are contrary, whole 
laws are oppolite, and conſequently 
their ſervice is incompatible. God 


Matt. iv. 10, f Matt, vi. 24. 
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Vill have me totally to himſelf; PE 
world alſo wants me totally to itſelf. 
There is no poſſibility of reconciling 

their pretenſions, which mutually claſh 

and deftroy each other. 1 therefore 

"muſt make a choice; and if I love the 

one, I muſt hate the other: if I obey 

one, I muſt deſpiſe the orders of the 
other. | 
How is it poſſible to miſ-apprehend 
ſo palpable a truth? Andyet almoſt all, 
who aim at devotion, undertake to re- 
concile the intereſts of God with thoſe 
of the world; they pretend to unite, 
in the ſame heart, the love of God 
and the love of the world; and, by 
wiſhing to belong to both, thoy belong 
to neither. We might ſay of all ſuch 
what the prophet Elias ſaid to the 
Iſraelites: How long do you halt be- 
tween two PP the Lord be God, 
_ follow 


" | | : 
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Filou kim; but if Harry then a 
ach b e ga 

They fancy, that 9 no o longer 
gde with the world, becauſe they have 
renounced what is criminal, and evi- 
dently dangerous in it. They are no 
longer ſlaves to voluptouſneſs, Which 
is the chief divinity. of the world; but 
they are ſtill enthralled by intereſt and 
falſe honor. They follow, with re- 
gard to theſe two objects, the maxims 
which are reprobated by | the- goſpel, 
by ſetting. a value on riches, on nobi- 
lity, on dignities, on whatever elevates 
and diſtinguiſhes them; by loving or 
deſiring thoſe things, either for them- 
ſelves, or thoſe who belong to them; 
by envying them in others, and by uſing 
every endeavour either to preſerve or 

to acquire them, On a thouſand oc- 
cations, they adopt the judgments of 
* world, and ſquare their conduct by 


* 3 Kings viii. 21. 
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them. They are jealous of its eſteem, 
and axe afraid of lofing it, by declaring 
themſelves too openly in favor of 
piety ; they preſerve it, at the expence 
of virtue, in ſpite of the reproaches of 
their conſcience, They dread its cen- 
fure and railleries, and they ſo con- 
trive, as to be ſcreened from them: 
the fervice of God ſuffers by it; they 
are hampered and violently drawn to 
both fides; human refpe& ſhackles 
and keeps them continually in mortal 
agonies. They wiſh to belong to God, 
and bluſh at being thought to belong 
to him. They pray to him by ſtealth; 
and as carefully conceal themſelves, in 
thediſcharge of their duties of piety, 
as if they were doing ſome bad action. 
What a flavery! What a torment! 
But, at the ſame time, what an infide- 
ty. what a cowardice, what an incon- 
fiſtency ! 
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1 this being devoted to God? 
Does he then deſerve only to be ſerved 
in private? Is it a ſhame to acknow- 
ledge him for our maſter ? They do 
not chuſe to poſt themſelves, they lay. 
If, by poſting themſelves, they mean 
to make parade of their devotion, to 
diſplay it with pomp and oftentation, 
to ſeek to be ſeen and applauded in 
the good works they do; they are in 
the right, and they obſerve the precept 
of the goſpel*. But between poſting | | 

one's ſelf in this manner, and tremb- 
ling through fear of being looked up- 
on as a ſervant of God, as one who js 
devoted to the glory and the intereſts 
of ſo great and ſo good a maſter, there 
is a medium, which con6fts in going 
on freely and frankly in ous duties, 
without taking heed whether we he 
noticed or not: in 8 . 
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the didtates of our conſcience; in pay- 
ing to God, without affeQation, but 
always openly, the homage, which he 
'expeRas from us, for his own glory, and 
for the edification of our neighbour; 
and in doing in ſecret only ſuch things 
which he chufes we ſhould ern 


from others. 
N The truly devout man well knows 


6: eee this medium. He is un- 
der no concern, that it ſhould be 
"known that he ſerves God with all his 
- heart, and that he holds the world in 
- contempt and abhorrence. He plainly 
delivers his ſentiments on that head, 
when and where it is neceſſary, and 
where he ought to trample under foot 
all human reſpect. But he is not leſs 


careful, to conceal ſome practices of 


- piety, ſome kinds of good works, to 
which he chuſes that God alone ſhould 


* Matt. vi. 18. 


: be 
JAY 
* * 


of Lt odertion. of 


be witneſs. Thus does he reconcile 
what Jeſus Chriſt ſays: * So let your 
light ſhune before men, that they'may ſee 
your good works, and glorify your Father 
who us in heaven. And what he ſays 
in another place: + When you pray, you 
all not be as the hypocrites, that love to 
ſtand and pray in the ſynagogues and cor- 
ners of the. ſtreets, that they may be ſeen 
by men. But enter into thy chamber, and 
having ſhut the door, pray to thy Father 
in ſecret. He has always in his mind 
the ſentence which our Saviour pro- 
nounced: I Every one that ſhall confeſs - 
me before men, I will alſo confeſs him be- 
fore my Father : but he that ſhall deny 
me before men, 1 will al iſo deny him "ot 
my Father. 


Matt. v. 16. + Matt. vi. 5. 
＋ Matt. x. 32. 
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1 know, that there are caſes in 
which prudence authoriſes caution ; 
that a feeble virtue ſhould not expoſe 
itſelf too openly, or brave human re- 
fpef too boldly, at the hazard of yield- 
ing to the aſſaults that might be made 
upon it. I know, that the deference 
which is due to a father, to a huſband; 
to a maſter who may be unfavorable 
to piety, requires that we ſhould care- 
fully hide from them, what might of- 
fend or irritate them. This was the 
practice among the primitive Chri- 
ſtians, in their domeſtic perſecutions. 
To preſerve peace, they did not diſco- 
ver themſelves, either to their parents, 
their maſters, or their heathemiſh 
friends: the brother ſhunned the eye 
of his brother who was watching him, 
the wife the eye of her huſband, and, 


in general, the faithful the eye of the 


unbeliever. 
But 
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But when ve are reſponſible to no 
one for our actions, when the moſt we 
bave to fear is the vain cenſure of 
worldlings, we ſhould not heſitate to 
bid it defiance, boldly to ſtand up, and 
openly to declare what we are, and 
what we mean tobe, Are the parti- 
ſans of the world afraid to ſhew. them- 
ſelves? Were we ourſelves afraid, 
when we were of that number? The 


beſt way is abſolutely to break off f , 


from the world in heart and affeQion, 
to aſſume a manner of ſeeing, judg- 
ing, ſpeaking and of afting quite con- 
trary to that of the world, and to have 
no other connexions with it, than thoſe, 
that are indiſpenſable, and compatible 
with the moſt delicate piety: and in 
other reſpe&s to renounce its com- 
merce, its pleaſures, its eſteem, to be 


above itscenſures; to be well pleaſed, 
©: : like 
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like the Apoſtles®, and all the true 
diſciples of Jeſus Chriſt, that it ſhould 
_ eriticiſe, blame, deſpiſe, calumniate 


and perſecute us. 
Our conſecration FRY of us theſe 


Apofitions, and it will place them in 
us, if it be ſincere. When once, in 


good earneſt, we ſhall have taken this 
reſolution, the reward will ſoon follow 


even in this liſe. We ſhall be looſed 


from many ſhackles: we ſhall be out- 

wardly free, and inwardly peaceable, 

God will be ſatisfied; our conſcience 

will not -reproach us; and the world 

itſelf will admire and approve of the 

contempt which we have for it. 
IV; 

True devotion belongs to every 
age and to every condition; it extends 
to every ſituation and to every action 
in 25 9 

Acts v. 41. | 
As 


o REAL DEVOTION. bY 


As ſoon as a Chriſtian attains to the 


firſt uſe of reaſon, he is bound to con- 


ſecrate to God the thoughts ' of his 


mind, and the budding affections of 


his heart. Of theſe firſt fruits, God is 
the moſt jealous; right order demands, 
that the conſecration of infancy 


ſhould be the fruit of the firſt develop- 
ing of the ſoul. In that happy age, 


in which all is candor and innocence, 
the more the mind is diſengaged from 
prejudices, the more the heart is free 


from paſſions, the more the conſcienee 
is pure, the more alſo are children ſuſ- 


ceptible of à ſincere, tender, ſimple, 
and ingenuous piety. * Suffer the lit- 
tle children to come unto me, ſaid Jeſus 


Chriſt : they are unacquainted with 


any malice; the world has not ſedu- 
ced nor perverted them; they are 
free from all ſtain; their infant ſoul 


* Mark x. 14. 
| 1s 


5B 


is flexible to all the motions of grace; 
the kingdom of heaven is ſo adaptedto 
them, that in a more advanced age, in 
order to enter into it, we muſt draw as 
near as poſſible to the ſtate of in- 
fancy. 
Ve young hearts, give yourſelves 
therefore to God, and correſpond with 
bis ſweet invitations. You are affeQ- 
ed by the careſſes of a father and of 
a mother; make a trial of the careſſes 
of your heavenly Father. It is to you 
particularly hat it is {aifhs. e and 
ſee, how ſweet the Lord 50 a ns 4 
ſelves be early inebriaff Hirn his di- 
vine love, which will preſerve you 
from the flattering, but envenomed, 
liquor, which the world will one day 
ſet before you. | 
Parents, and thoſe who have the 
charge of children, cannot bend them 


* Pal. xxxiii. 9. 
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too 
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too ſoon to the yoke of the Lord. It 


is a good thing to have carried it from £ 


the earlieſt years; the foul then” 4s 
eafily. faſhioned to it; and ſhould it, 


in future, unfortunately ſhake it off, 


it will more readily. take to it again- 
The more extenſive the light is of 
our reafon, the leſs are we excuſable 
in refuſing to dedicate ourſelves to 
God. The paſſions, it is true, begin 
to be noiſy; and their tumultuous 


clamors tend to drown the voice of 
grace; but they are eaſily filenced, or, 


at leaſt, it is eaſy to preſerve the heart 
from their ſeduQion ; pious practices, 
good books, good inftruRtions and ex- 
amples, and a frequent uſe of the fa- 
craments will baffle all their at- 
tempts. 

Te age of mahood, when reaſon 
is in its vigor, the heart more con- 
liſtent, and the character more ſettled, 

would 
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would. be the fitteſt! ſor grace. to at 
upon the ſoul; to incline it to devo- 
tion, if the cares of life, the thorns of 
ambition, and bad habits, formerly 
contracted, were not obſtacles. But 
there is no obſtacle, which an upright 
mind, and a reſolute will, may not 
overcome. And what plauſible pretext. 
can a Chriſtian. find, to authoriſe his 
neglet of devoting bimſelf to God, 
in that period of life, in which he ſees, 
more clearly than ever, che neceſſity 
and the advantages of ſo doing? If 
he be then more ſeriouſly taken up 
with his temporal concerns, is it not 
juſt and prudent for him, to think on 
that permanent ſettlement, which his 
labour ought to procure for him in 
heaven; and to direct to that object, 
which is the only intereſting one, 
* his prajecka, and all his ? 


6 


In 


* * * 
} 


= 


In old age, when extinct paſſions 


leave the mind in poſſeſſion of its 
lights, and no longer eroſs the deter- 
minations of the will: When experi- 
ence has unmaſked the chaſm and il- 
lufion of the ſcene of the world; when 
objects make but a faint impreſſion on 
the enfeebled ſenſes, when infirmities 

and caducity warn us of an approach- 


ing diſſolution, and that we are on the 


brink of eternity; every thing invites 
and preſſes usto give to God the laſt , 


moments at leaſt of our life; and re- 


pair, as far as can be, by a fervent and 
ſolid piety, the loſs of ſo many years, 
which we had employed in ſhameful, 
and perhaps criminal, purpoſes. There 
is no more time for a delay; death ac- 
celerates its pace; it will be too late, 
when the laſt ſickneſs ſurpriſes us. 

The levity of infancy, the heat of 

youth, the private and public occupa- | 


tions 


* 

7 „ 
8D 7 
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ions of riper years, the debility of old 
ge cannot be conſidered as motives 
for diſpenſation, or any kind of ex- 
cuſe. Nothing more can be conclud- 
ed, than that every age has its diffi- 
culties, and that, in every ſtage of liſe, 
if we mean to belong to God, we wu 
offer violence to ourlelyes-.; 

TT Urs 

The ſame judgment ſhould be 
formedof conditions. Each one has 
a ſide favorable, and g —_—— ia. 
_ devotion; and none Hy 
to plead exemption. to 8 
its dangers for ſalvation, which no one 
can be preſerved from, without Gad's 
pett more, than that this protection 
mhould hold pace with his devotion. 
Public employs bring on great obliga- 
tions, and expoſe us to great tempta- 
tons: bow can we Expetido diſcharge 
thoſe 
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thoſe duties, and overcome thoſe temps. 
tations, without a ſolid devotion? 
Cares and occupations- may multiply; 
and hardly leave room for leiſure; 
but if the heart be with God, we ſhall 
find ourſelves free in the midſt of all 
thoſe hurries, which will become ſo 
many occaſions of teſtifying our obe- 
dience and our love. 

How many have ſanktiſied . 
felves in x military life, in which the 
obſtacles ſeem un rmountable? Ho 
ma. ny in the magiſtracy ? How many 
even intruſted with the public funds? 
1 except : ſome certain conditions, 
which in themſelves are contrary to 
ſalvation, which are proſeribed by the 
goſpel, whichno one is obliged to en- 
gage in, and which are only tolerated 
in well regulated governments. But 
ſuch excepted, I boldly advance, that 
there is not one, in which there have 
. RE. 
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not been, and actually are, ſaints. : 
Would God, the author of the diverſe 
conditions in ſociety, have eſtabliſhed 
any one, in which it were morally im- 


poſſible to be ſaved? If in ſome of 


them there are greater difficulties, he 


has annexed to them greater helps; 


and all thoſe who have abandoned 
themſelves to his condut, Sj 
5546 pech „ be 
Devotion alſo © embraces every 
n it is equally beneficial, e- 
qually neceſſary in health and in ficks 
neſs, in proſperity and in advcrhty;- in 
opulence and in indigence, in joy and 
in ſadneſs, in the good things of this 
life and in the evils of it; that we may 
guard againſt an abuſe of the former, 
and be enabled: to ſupport the latter; 


common here below, than thoſe, and as 


all human reſources are frequently in- 
| ſufficient, 
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ſufficient, it follows that devotion and 
ſubmiſſion to the holy will of God are 
the only ſolid comſort, which a Chri- 
ſtian can find, amidſt the affli tions and. 
croſſes which fall to his ſhare. 1 75 55 
Finally, devotion, of its own na- 
ture, extends itſelf to every action; 
and there is none which it is not cal- 
culated to ſanctify. It would not be 
a perfect dedication, did it not ſubject. 
to God's domain whatever can be ſub- 
jefted to it. Now, ſuch are all our 
free actions, which are otherwiſe cal- 
led human actions. It is God's in- 
tention that they all ſhould be refer- 
red to him, and that they ſhould; be 
done for his glory. And therefore 
vwhoſoever is truly devout, conſecrates | 
them all to him without exception, 
and through this conſecration he ſanc- 
tifies them. He knows that where a 
rational being is to att according to 
14 RE | reaſon, 
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"NY @ Chriſtian mould e N en- 
ing to religion i chat it is not + ſufficient 
to abt in the ſtate. of grace, but that 
be moreover ought to act through a 
principle of grace: as, in order to act 


reuſonably, it is not enough for a man 
to have the uſe of reaſon, unleſs he 


applies it to what he actually does. This 

Principle, which is inconteſtably ttuth, 
will lead us à great way, if we take 
w_U to examine it. 


It therefore is a miſtake to — 
ourſelves devout, becauſe we daily ac- 
quit ourſelves, almoſt by rote, of a eer- 


tain number of pious exerciſes, whilſt 


in other re ſpects we live in diſſipation, 


and admit, without conſtraint, all kinds 


of thoughts, actions and defires, pro- 
vided they have nothing in them that 


is criminal. God, at this rate, would 
only be attended to at ſome certain 
times in the day, and the reſt would be 


44 * : 
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at our ovenlifpolal.- But che fe. 
not ſo: all our moments belong to 


him; be will have us employ them in 


a manner that is worthy of himſelf, 
and of the profeſſion we make of being 
Chriſtians; we are not at liberty to 


diſpoſe of them at pleaſure; to waſte 


hem, for inſtance in viſits; in frivo- 
lous converfatians, in books of mere 
amuſement, or in a ſlothful indalence. 
The duties of our ſtate of life, labour, 


and ſome ſhort relaxation that may be 
allowed to nature, ought to fill up the 


voids of the day; nothing aught to in- 


terrupt that continual prayer of the 


heart, which Jeſus Chriſt and the-Apoſ- 


tle have recommended to us. The 
deſign of the prayers which we perform 


at ſtated times, is to draw down the 


bleſſing af God upon aur actions, in 
which his grace is ſo muck the more 


W the mare we are expoſed to 
Am rF 2 * 
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diffipation, the more we are inclined 
40 att in a manner that is merely hu- 
man, and to commit many faults which 
5 often ene our notice. | 2 


XVI. 


nn Aae can nt this de- 
mY It is love that gives it birth, 
increaſes and perfetts it; and the prac- 
tice of devotion nouriſhes and ſtrength- 
ens love. We may define devotion, 
the love of God reduced to prattice. 
What would that devotion be, that 
ſhould not principally proceed from 
the love of the object to which we de- 
vote ourfelves? And, if a man cannot 
be devoted to his fellow man but in as 
much as he gives him his: affeQtion, 
warmly eſpouſes his intereſt, eagerly 
ſeeks every occaſion of obliging and 
pleaſing him, ſpares neither his reſt, 
-__; en, or even his life; how 
much 
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much more affeQionate, more quick, 
more ardent and generous ought the 
ſentiments'of a ſoul to be that } is de- 
voted to G nt 3H: RT. 
When he commands us to love bim 
with all our heart, with all our ſoul, 
with all our ſtrength, does he not equi- 
valently command us to be entirely de- 


voted to him? Devotion is literally £3 


the praQtice of the great precept of the 
love of God; what is deficient in de- 
votion, is deficient in the obſervance, 
of this precept; and we may apply to 
devotion what is ſaid of charity, that 
it is the fulfilling of the la- “. 
Hence perfect devotion baniſhes fear, 
as well as perfect charity. Devotion is 
the character of children, as fear is that 
of ſlaves. Fear ſees in God a maſter, 
a judge, an avenger, and ſerves him in 


. Rom. | iii. 10. 
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chat reſpett; devotion ſees in him a 


| father whom it fears; reſpects and obeys, | 


becauſe it loves him, Fear may diſ- 


poſe a ſoul to become Yevout; but it 
does not make it ſuch; and as ſoon as 
it becomes ſuch, not ſear, but love pre- 
vails. Now love, wherever it prevails, 
aims at abſolute empire, and baniſhes 
fear, which is in oppoſition to it. For 


fear ſprings from ſelf-love, which is 
the ehemy of the love of God, and the 


| 8 of devotion. 


What then is to be 8 of 
choſe who ſerve God through the fear 
of being loſt, who are only ſtruck with 
the terrible truths of religion, and are 
continually congealed with fright ? To 
whom are they devoted? Is it to God? 
No: they are devoted to themſelves, 
and to their 'own intereſt, Wby do 
they dread fin? Is it becauſe it offends 
, God ? wy no means: it is becauſe God 


puniſhes 
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; 3 it. Why de they fear hell? 
Is it on aecount of the pain of loſs, or 


the eternal privation of God? Not at 


Alte pain of fenſe, the eternal 


flames, is that alone which terrifies 

them. ; 
Let us not however confbund the 

terror which originates from a lively 


and weak imagination, and which the 


heart diſavows, with the fear which 
proceeds from mean and fervile ſenti- 


ments. Many people who are truly 


devout are ſubjet to this terror, which 


is their torment, and which they find 
great difficulty to overcome; but it 
leſſens in proportion as they advance 


in devotion, and at laſt it totally difap- 


pears. Tt is not uncommon that after 
they have been terrifiad all their life 
time at the judgments of God, War die 
in peace, confidence and ſecurity. 


- 


— 
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XVII. | . 


Tas the nos reaſon true Son 


is not mercenary. or intereſted. - 
firſt indeed when God haviſhes upon 


it his ſweets, it is rather too much at- 


tached to them; it looks for them, 
and they are one of the motives of its 


fidelity. But it ſoon lifts itſelf above 


theſe careſſes; and when God has 
weaned it from them, it does not ſerve 


him vith leſs zeal and exatineſs. The 
devout ſoul, on entering its career, be- 


comes an infant; God treats. it like an 


infant; it would not be fair to aſcribe. 


to it mercenary views, as in that ſtate 
conſolations are its attractive and i in- 
ticement. 


With regard to | ſalvation, let the 

progreſs which the ſoul has made in 
devotion be what it will, it always 
deſires it, and with horror rejects an 


indifference to this eſſential object; 


3 ES * fs a 
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Put it deſires it leſs on its on account, 
han on account of God. It wiſhes its 
happineſs; and how could it not wiſh 
5 it? But it viſhes ſtill more the glory 
5 of God, and the accompliſhment of his 3 
holy vill It ſerves him like David, _ ) 
on account of the reward*; but chat is v 
only a ſecendary motive; the firſt and 

the principal is love. He who loves 


purely, views the object he loves with | - 

a direct eye, without glancing at his 4 

own intereſt. He does not exclude it, | 1H 

and he even cannot exclude it, becauſe | 1 ö | l 

.he places his happineſs in the poſſeſſion F 
| of what he loves. But he does not 11 
eſtabliſh his end in this poſſeſſion, in as 
| much as it renders him happy; he eſta- þ 


bliſhes it in the glory which reſults 
| from i it to God, and in the . of 
bis will. 


* Pſal, Cxyiii, 112, 


1 ſhall 
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I ſhall not expatiate further on the 
delicacy and the extreme purity of the 
Divine love. But | if we attentively 
reflect on the qualities of the devotion 
which has God for its objeQ, we ſhall 
comprehend how free it ought to be 
from every intereſted view. I know 
not what pitch it reaches to upon earth 
in ſome privileged ſouls; they only 
can tell. But it is certain that no in- 
tereſted views, or ſelf- ſatisfadtion can 
_ dwell in the abode of the bleſſed; and 
it is that which completes their felici- 
ty. A truth which is incomprehenſi- 
ble to ſelf-love; a truth which throws 
it into deſolation and deſpair, becauſe 
it cannot form an idea of a happineſs, 
in which it has no ſhare, and from 
which it is totally excluded. 

All devotion, if it be ſolid, and if 
love be the principle of it, aims at this 
. purity of views of the inha- 
1 bitants 
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bitants of heya; and, if it cannot 
attain to it, it ſtrives at leaſt to approach 
it. Let us examine if ours be ſuch, 
f us not be afraid of ſounding the 
motives of it; and with the help of 
grace let us labour to purify them, - 
Jo the fear of being loſt, let us ſubſti- 
tute the fear of lofing God; to the in- 
tereſted defire of ſaving ourſelves, let 
us ſubſtitute that of poſſeſſing God, and 
of being eternally united to him. At 
bottom it is the fame thing; the obje@ 
does not change; but the manner of 


viewing it is very different; and it is 


this difference of aſpeQs and of mo- 
tives which gives to devotion diverſe 
W excellency and perfection. 
XVIII. 

Ar rER What has been ſaid, what 
becomes of all thoſe devotions of 
which ſelf-love is the baſis? How 
falſe, how deceitful are they! and 

f yet 


A 


1 . 


nr enaxzerzäs 


yet es 1 do not t ſpeak of 
_ that groſs ſelf-love which is the parent 
of paſſions and vices. I ſpeak of a 
ſpiritual ſelf-love which flips into pious 
| praftices; of a ſelf-love which has 
alſo its capital vices, which is proud, 
avaricious, envious,voluptuous, greedy, 
vindiftive:and flothful; which is not 
leſs blind, and of which the danger is 
ſo much the greater, as the objetts to 

4 Wien it is attached are holy. 

In fact, are thoſe devout people 
very rare who now nouriſn a ſecret 
-pride, and who, like the Phariſee in 
the goſpel, are full of ſelf-eſteem, and 
of contempt for their neighbour ; who 
appropriate to themſelves the graces 
and the gifts of God, and dread no- 
thing ſo much as their being ſti ipped 

of them; who bear envy to thoſe whom 

b they think to be more favoured, or 
more advanced; who reliſh with ſen- 
| | ſuality 
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4 
A: 


ſuality heavenly confolations; whi 8 
greedy of them and inſatiable; vb 
are paſſionate, full of hatred, galt and 
malice; the whole, as they 08 | 
through a zeal for God's cauſe; 
ſhort, who are given to Dank 
lazineſs, idleneſs, eo to > all TING? is s flats 
an to nature? e 
I own that in the « bagbuthig and 
even in the progreſs of a ſpiritual life, 
we are more or leſs liable to theſe ex 
ceſſes, on account of our natural im- 
perfection. Self- love finding itſelf de- 
prived of temporal comforts, on enter= 
ing into the path of piety, has recourſe 
to thoſe which are ſpiritual ; it ſeizes 
them and makes them its prey, by ad- 
hering to them ſo much the more 
ſtrongly, as they are of a more excel- 
lent nature. But the truly devout 
man conſtantly labours to oppoſe it, to a 
* it from place to place, and to 
TINS 4 A 
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diſlodge it from. every quarter where 
it way take refuge. This warfare is 
his main object, and he thinks that he 
falls from his duty, in proportion as he 
relents or grows faint in his attacks. 
As the ſpirit of religion detaches a 
man from things temporal, he ſpirit of 
devotion detaches him from things ſpi- 
ritual; it does not allow him to take 
complacency in them, or to aſcribe 
them to himſelf, or to uſurp the pro- 
perty of them; it leads bim by degrees 
to renounce, to diveſt himſelf of, and 
to be in perfect poverty with regard to 
ſuch objetts. He has all, and is at- 
tached to nothing. God gives and 
takes, when and as he pleaſes, and he 
neither rejoices nor repines. 

Thhe oppoſite vices do not ſhew 
themſelves at firſt, on account of their 
 fubtilety ; but in proportion as e ad- 
vance, divine grace teaches us to diſ- 


Cover 
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cover them; and all our fidelity con- 
ſiſts in drawing down upon us thi 

grace, in 
and in uſing it for our amendment. It 
will coſt us long and painful efforts; 
ve ſtand in need of great courage; we 


mult uſe extreme violence to ourſelves 


before we can entirely .unroot  thele 
delicate views; it is the work of our 
whole life. But at laſt, if we correſ- 
pond with grace, we ſhall effect it, and 
ſhall free ourſelves, as much as poſſible, 


from the tyranny of ſelf-love. God, f 


who ſees our good-will, by ſending us 


merciful trials, will accompliſh | what of 


oveſelyes we could not compals, ES 
5 > Mir 

Dzvorion, being t the child: of 
love, is parent to confidence ; 9 for the 


more we love God, the more we con- 


fide in him: the one is the rule and 
the meaſure of the other. The love 
| | | of 


re, eiving. it with anda: 


- - Ps. «4 
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of God i is not a blind love, but a love 
which is founded on the knowledge of 
his infinite goodneſs towards his crea- 


tures, And it is this knowledge which 


leads us to rely on him in all our con- 
- cerns, never to be miſtruſtful of him; 
to beheve that he means to ſave us, and 


that in fakt he will fave us, if we 1 3 


ſerve our confidence. Throw your/elf 


into his arms, ſays St. Auſtin, he will not 


withdraw himſelf that you may fall to the 
ground. I add to the thought of that 
holy Doctor, that ſhould he ſeem ſome 
times to withdraw himſelf, it is becauſe 
he means to try you, and to ſee how 
far your confidence will go, in order to 
increaſe your reward. As this virtue 
is that which honours him the moſt, it is 
alſo that which he exerciſes the moſt, 
and with regard to ſtrong and generous 
fouls, he Ps: the trial to the . 


extremities: 


Confidence 
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Confidence ſtands between two op- 
polite vices, preſumption and puſillani- 
mity, both which proceed from the 
ſame ſource; that is to ſay, ſelf-love. 
We are pre ſumptuous, when we rely 
too much on ourſelves. We are pu- 
ſillanimous, when, relying only on our- 
ſelves, we feel how weak our ſupport 
is. The preſumptuous man ſays, No- 
thing ſhall ever ſhake me. The puſil- 
lanimous ſays on the contrary: the 
leaſt puff will overſet me. The confi- 
dent, confidering himſelf, fays with the 
puſillanimous that a trifle can overſet 
him; but conſidering God, he adds, 
that nothing is capable of ſhaking him. 
He thus unites both ſentiments, which 
being ſeparately vicious, are a virtue 
Wen joined together. | 

Nothing is more neceſſary, or more 
frequently in uſe, than confidence in 
the career of devotion. God delights 
CE * $0 
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in exerciſing our faith: he forces us to 
ſhut our eyes, and to walk in the dark; 


he bewilders us in appearance, ſo that 
we no longer know where we are, or 
whither we are going. He makes us 


lofe footing, and takes from us al}. 


knowledge of our interior, forbids us 
all reflection on ourſelves, and if we 
look out for any aſſurance, he leaves 
us a prey to the keeneſt anxiety. Why: 


does he thus deal with us? To force us 


to renounce the condutt of ourſelves, 
and to abandòn ourſelves entirely to 
him. e SR01y 8 

What would TEGD'D of faith, and 
what uſe would it be of, were we al- 
ways clearly to ſee the ſtate of our ſoul, 
were we informed of the reaſons, for 
which God wills or permits the events, 
which befall us from one moment to 
another, and were we to trace ſtep by 
ſtep the way and the progreſs of his 


operations? 
The 


The ens of a blind man in 
Habs who guides him; is grounded on 
His not being able to ſee; it is great in 
proportion as the road through which 
he is led is unknown to him, as he 
thinks it is dangerous, and ſurrounded 
with precipices ; and Rill as he ſhews 
no ſolicitude, as he makes no enquiries, 
as he is confident of not being milled, 
and of being ſafely condułted to his 
journey's end. 
On our devoting ourſelves to God, 
our confidence in him ſhould be bound- 
lefs. To withdraw it under any pre. 
tence whatever i is to reſume ourſelves, 
and to become bur own cenduftors. 
To fix it within certain limits which 
we are determined not to exceed, is to 
have a reſerve in our devotion. Now 
nothing is more injurious to God. or 
more prejudicial to our ſpiritual profit. 
Is it not to doubt of the goodnels of 
: 5 "2 6 1 God, 
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engage ourſelves upon his word, and 


through a blind ſubmiſhon to his guid- 


ance? It is abſolutely impoſſible that 


God ſhould be wanting to us, and that 


he ſhould not ſuccour us opportunely: 
he would be wanting to himſelf. But 
it belongs to him alone to judge how 
far the trial is to go, and to mark the 
preciſe moment in which he vill come 
to our relief. Let us, therefore, aban- 
don ourſelves to him, and let us ſay 
with Job, Though he even ſhould kill me, 
T will hope in him *. 
5 XX. 
DE vOr ron does not lead leſs to 


the knowledge of one's ſelf than to that 


9 Job X111, 15s 


Sod, or of his infinite power, to be- 
lieve either that he will not, or cannot 
reſcue us from all the difficulties, and 
from the greateſt dangers-i in which we 
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of God; and as confidence is the fruit 
of the knowledge of God, humility is 
alſo the fruit of the W n of one L 


M 3 en S090 
i e d know, * ES 
know himſelf well by his natural light 
alone; and it is the want of this know 
ledge that makes him proud. But as 
ſoon as he devotes himſelf to God, a 


heavenly light ſhines upon him, and 
opens his eyes; be begins to ſee him- 


ſelf ſuch as he is, full of miſeries, weak, | 
repugnant to all that is good, and prone 
to all that is evil. Recollecdtion ren=. 


dering him attentive to himſelf, ſoon | 


teaches him that he has two men with- 
in himſelf, of which the one is an ene- 
my to the other; that a ſpiritual life is 
but a ſeries of combats which he muſt 


engage in, and of vioience to himſelf, 


Experience inſtructs him till better. 
On nn. he knows how difficult it 
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zs to overcome himſelf, to troggte a- 
| gainſt his evil inclinations; how much 


time and labour it coſts him to correct 
the ſmalleſt of the Fatt; with which he 


virtue is, let the love which he has con- 
ceived for it be what it will; what re- 
ſiſtances he makes to grace; into what 
flothfulneſs, negligences, infidelities 
he falls daily; how frail his will is, how 
weak his reſolutions, how fruitleſs his 
beſt defires ; what power the world, 
the fleſh, and the devil have over him; 


and that, without a ſpecial and conti- 


nual aſſiſtance from God, he would fall 


at every inſtant. 


This experimental Kois of 
himſelf, Joined to the lights which he 


receives from above, inſpires him with 
humility, which is nothing elſe but the 


ſentiment and the intimate conviction 


ol that unbappy fund of corruption, 
which 


a 
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which each one of us brings into the 
world, which age and occaſions unfold, 
and whieh is the bud of our paſſions 
and vices. The more he advances, 
the ſtronger is this conviftion, and hu- 
- mility roots deeper in his heart. 
From hence ſprings that contempt 
of himſelf, that ſalutary diffidence of 
his own ſtrength, that ſincere prefer- 
ence which he gives to others over 
himſelf, bel; ieving them to be better 
than he i is, or at leaſt doubting that, if 
they had received the ſame graces, 
they would have made a better uſe of 
them. From hence alſo ariſes that 
confuſion which he feels at the fight of 
God's favours, of the eſteem and re- 
ſpe& which are ſhewn him, of the 
praiſes which are given him. All this, 
inſtead of elevating him, debaſes and 
vilifies him in his own eyes. If he re- 
UH on himſelf, it is to humble him- 
„ felt 
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ſelf the more: he ſees not hit virtues, 


he is ignorant of his progreſs, to God 
alone he attributes bis viuries, and 


his ay to > himſelf. | 
„ 


2 * 


Tavs devotion, of its own tenden- 


cy, walks in the moſt ſimple and ordi- 


nary path: it follows the beaten track, 
and ſhuns by-ways. It abhors ſingu- 
larity, leſt it ſhould be noticed and 
obſerved; its diſpoſition is to hide 


itſelf, and to mix "with the croud. 
A friend to thoſe virtues and practi- 


ces which ſhine the leaſt, and which 
upon that account are the more ſo- 
lid, it prefers them to all others. It 


is the lowly and timid violet, that dares 
not openly produce itſelf, and ſuffers 


itſelf to be trodden upon under the 


graſs that covers it. Excluſive of 
what is due to cxainple” and edifica- 


PN tion, 


1 
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tion, it carefully conceals its condutt g 


from the knowledge of others. i 

All is natural about it; it has no 
ſhew or affeftation. Far from wiſhing 
for heavenly gifts, it thinks itſelf un- 
worthy of them; and conſtantly prays 
God that he would do nothing in its 


regard that may attract the attention of 


men, and lift it to any diſtinttion; it is 
not envious of thoſe ſaints who have 
ſignalized themſelves by miracles, who 


have had viſions, revelations, the gift 
of prophecy, and other ſingular graces 
which made them the wonder of their 
age. It admires, it reveres thoſe in 
whom ſuch gifts were conſpicuous; but 
for its own ſhare 1t chuſes obſcurity, 
contempt, 1 gnominy, to be ſet at nought, 


to be known but from its failings, or to 

be totally unknown and forgotten. 
The good works, which men are 
apt to obſerve, are not of its choice: 
it 


« DIER- + CHARACTERS 2 


it Wefers thoſe which have God alone 
for witneſs. It enjoins ſecrecy to thoſe 
people whom it befriends, and hides 


from them, as much as it can, the 
ſource of its benefadtions. It could 


wiſh to hide it from itſelf, and that it's 
left hand knew not what the right hand 


did: it laſes the remembrance of it, 


and would think it a crime to dwell 
upon it, or to be pleaſed with it. 


Dievout people, of this character, 
are ſo rare, that one might think that 
I have been drawing a ſancy- picture. 
However there are ſome of that 


ſtamp, and becauſe they have nothing 


about them that diſtinguiſhes them, 
they are thought to be more rare than 
they really are. As to the others, in 
many of them you only ſee ſingula- 
rity, affectation and oſtentation. They 


are peculiar in their air, their look, 
their . their 1 and their 


ſome 
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e Some of them aim at extra 
ordinary kinds of prayer; they uſe 
vain efforts to that purpoſe; their 
imagination feduces them, the devil 
deceives them, and pride takes poſſeſ- 


ſion of them. They muſt have prac. 1 
tices and prayers for themſelves _ [| 
alone, they would diſdain to unite 1 
their voice with that of the gen b 
fing the praiſes of the Lord. 4 


How many devout persons are 
there, who have fixed places at the 
Church, as if in perſpettive, which fas 
your their deſire of diſtinction as well 
as of convenience? Obſerve how they 
pray, how much their exterior is ſtu- 
died, cramped and forced. T1 

Who would imagine, that ſo re- 
fined a pride could thus infinuate it- 
ſelf into piety ? Who would imagine, 
that people dedicated themſelves to 
God * to ſeek * that they 

aimed 


aimed at ſanQity- only to have the re- 
putation of it; and that they placed 
all the fruit of virtue in applauding 
themſelves for it, and in 1 1 8 0 
| — for it by others? π 55 
I do not ſay, that this kind FR de- 
vouts are all hypoecrites, or that theſe 
characters are applicable to each one 
of them in their ful force. But I ſay, 
and it is true, that very few ground 
their devotion on humility; that pride, 
the moſt ſubtile of all vices, is that of 
which we are the leaſt.diffident ; that 
it is, without compariſon, the moſt 
dangerous; that no other vice is ſo 
apt to blind us: that it is the moſt 
profoundly rooted in the heart of 
man, the moſt difficult to fight againſt, 
and the laſt to be extirpated. I ſay, 
that it is more to be apprehended, by 
thoſe. who make profeſſion of great 
piety,” Men 2 others, becauſe it 

chiefly 
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chiefly faſtens on virtue; that it is 
properly the moth of it, that eats and 
corrupts it; that we cannot guard too 
much againſt it: and that, if we expel 
it from one place, 3 It. eee en- 
ters into eee, Baton RE: 
Would we know what: 16 he RAT 
None of true devotion. ? It is the love 9 
of bumiliations. He who. fincerely- i 12 1 


deſires them, who makes them the great 


object of his prayers, who accepts of 

them with an interior joy, notwith- 

ſtanding the reluQance of nature, who 
thanks God for them, WhO looks up- 

on them as the moſt precious bleſſing, - 

who does nothing to be freed from 

them; Who is well pleaſed in the 

thou ght that his faults are made 

known, that bis failings are expoſed, STINT 
that his virtues are cried down, bis re- 3 "FE Fs 
putation aſperſed; and who, contrary | 
to the williof: Go ak not utter a 
Pr . word 
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word * his own: OP ſuch a 
done as this is truly / devout, and the 
perſe& diſciple of Jeſus Chriſt. ' Now 
Taſk, are there many who are truly: 
devout? Can we rank ourſelves . a- 
mongſt them? Let each one give an- 
ſwer to himſelf; and let him be al- 
fured, that he is as little advanced in 
devotion, as he feels himſelf remote 
from that perfection. 55555 e 
XXII. gs 
Devotion is not leſs friendly to 
mortification than it is to humility; 
and, in reality, humility is the main 
branch of mortification, as it has for 
bjett the deſtruction of ſelf-eſteem, 
and the love of our own excellence. 
425 The other two objetts are, the deſtruc- 
ion of the inordinate affection. which 
we have for our bodies, and the natu- 
ral propenſity which leads us to do our 
own will in. all things, and to refer 
every thing to ourſelves, 


4 
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N 
He, who is truly devout, is not more A | 
indulgent to himſelf in theſe two laſt I 
articles, than he is in the firſt. He 
knows, that mortification is what God 
chiefly demands of him. For prayer 
is more the work of God than his own. 
Now all devotion is compriſed in the 
praftice of prayer and of mortifica- 
tion. The more progreſs we make in 
the one and the other, the more devout 
we are; and reciprocally. There is 
then a divifion made between God 
and the ſoul that is devoted to him 
God, in general, takes care of prayer, 
and the ſoul is to attend to mortifica- 
tion: not but what God interferes in 
mortification, as well as the ſoul co 
operates with prayer; but prayer is 
principally' the work of grace, and 
mortification that of the will. 
The mortification of the fleſh is 
indiſpenſable, for two principal rea- 
ſons; ; 1 
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* ſons; the firſtof which is, that the in- 


ordinate love of our body, the incli- 
nation to ſenſual pleaſures, :and the 
averſion to pain arè the ſource of in- 
numerable ſins; and the ſecond is, 
that the ſenſual, or the carnal man per- 
ceiveth not thoſe things that are of the 
ſpirit of God“. and has no reliſh for 


them. 
Hence it is chat, when a foul dedi- 


cates itſelf to God, an impulſe towards 
exterior mortification is the firſt thing 
with which he inſpires it. Thoſe who 


are indifferent, or remiſs on this head, 


are not truly devout. In the heat of 


the firſt fervor, moſt are apt to exceed 
in this particular, and would go too 


great lengths, were they not reſtrain- : 


ed by the advice of even: ne 
tor. 
That which is ellerainh: in it is, 


never to allow ourſelves any thing, 


* I Cor. i Ut, I 4+ 


merely 


k1 
th 
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merely with the view'sf gratifying our 


pleaſure, even innocent, becauſe it 
ceaſes to be ſo, the moment we attach 


ourſelves to it, and reliſh it for its own 
| fake; ſo to re gulate that which it is 
proper to grant to the exigencies of 


our body, as not to exceed the bounds 
of what is ſufficient. And as thoſe 


bounds have no determinate meaſure, 
to avoid perplexity and uneaſineſs on 
that head, we ſhould earneſtly pray to 


God, that he himſelf would dirett us, 


and follow with great docility the 
lights he will give us. In this point, 
as well as in all others of a ſimilar na- 
ture, God grants the ſpirit of wiſdom 
and of diſcretion to all thoſe who aſk 
for it, and who are of good will. 

Nothing can diſpenſe from this 


kind of mortification, which ſhould ra- 


ther be termed temperance and ſo- 
111185 — 
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briety. But it is not ſo with regard 
to auſterities. Age, or delicacy. of 


. conſtitution are juſt motives for diſ- 


penſation.: great labour of mind or 
body may ſupply their place; there 


are even times in a ſpiritual. life in. 


which God permits hardly any, and the 


ſoul, under its trials, is left deſtitute 


af this ſupport. He who is truly de- 


Vvout is determined to do, in this re- 


ſpect, whatever be ſhall know to be the 


will of God; and, to avoid miſtake, 


he will take advice. There are whole 
treatiſes on this matter, the detail of 
which, L omit. 
2 bag! XXIII. | 
The mortification of the will is by 
far more important, more extenſive, 
and, in practice, more difficult than 


chat of the fleſh. It knows no bounds 


nor exceptions: it never fhould be 


— and chere 1 is no danger of 


carrying 
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carrying it too für. Were 1 t6 expoſe 

here all the kinds of deſtructions, 
tough which the will mul paſs, in 
order to be abſolutely loft in the will 
of God, and to be made one and the 
Felf-ſamie thing with his will, it would 
be a matter of a long treatiſe. 1 ſhall 
content myſelf to ſay, that ſuch deſtruc- 
tions or deaths are different according 


% 


-can hatdly be formed, until they are 


to God's defighs, and of which an idea 1 
; 


Experienced. BY [4 


Remember, that to be devot is 
to be devoted to God, and confequent- 
1y to have no will but his in all things. 
1 fay in all things: and God only 
knows how far that ſhould extend, 
ſince the creature, by devoting itſelf, 
gives him back its will, that he may 
<diſpoſe of it at pleaſure. For this 
purpoſe, therefore, the creature muſt 
reſolve to dic to its will, and to fecond 


H 2 God, 
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God, in all that he ſhall do or permit, 


| with the view of deſtroying it. 

[i 3 en however be alarmed be- 
; : fore hand, nor give ſcope to your ima- 
, i gination about things that perhaps 
. never happen. Wait in peace for the 


manifeſtation of God's deſigns: fore- 
ſee. nothing, fear nothing, reje& no- 
thing, nor yet offer yourſelf for any 
thing in particular. Leave all to him; 
he is infinitely wiſe: he ſees the moſt 
ſecret ſprings of your will, and he 
knows how to bring. it round to his 
purpoſes. He will begin with thoſe 
things which are the moſt eaſy; he 
wilt gradually. lead you to others that 
will coſt you more; and, in this man- 
ner, he -will bring you, if he thinks 
proper, to the greateſt ſacrifices, But 
be will diſpoſe of every thing with ſo 
much force and ſweetneſs, he will pre- 
pare your will in ſuch a manner, that 
: it [- 
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it always will incline toa leſs reſiſtance, 
and at laſt it will almoſt loſe the. fax 


| culty of reſiſting him. Whatever you | 


can give him through your free con- 
ſent, he will gently engage you to 
grant; and that which will not be in 
your power to grant, he will induce 


you to allow him to take, f in virtue of 


the abſolute offering you have made to 
him of yourſelf 

Such is the plan which God gene- 
rally follows. He ſolicits the ſowl to 
give a general and indiſtin conſent 
to all that he ſhall chuſe to ordain. 
When once this conſent is given, he 


unfolds his particular intentions, either 


* 


by means of the events of his provi- 


dence, or by the unforeſeen circum- 
ſtances in which he places the ſoul, 
or by the temptations and trials to 


which he expoſes it; he proportions 
his graces and helps to each ſituation ; 
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and the ſoul has nothing elle to do but 
to yield accordingly to the will of 
God. At firſt, it conforms itſelf with 
reluktance, and alter many ſtruggles; 
then with a ready ſubmiſſion, at laſt 
| with Joy- It arrives at the pitch of 
no longer feeling any interior reſiſt- 
ance to any thing whatever, of no 
longer deſpiſing any thing, of no long- 
er ſearing any thing, of being holily 
indifferent to every thing, provided 
the will of God be accompliſhed. It 
has then reached to the higheſt de- 
gree of conformity, becauſe it's will 
is not only united to God's vill, but 
it is one and the ſame ching with 
his. | 

This | is the t. term of interior morti- 
fication, which i is alſo that of devotion, 
If i it do not tend thither, 1 it is no longer 
2 dedication, or it is a very _imperfett 
one, Let us humble ourſelves, and, 
be 
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be confounded. 


Perhaps e faney 


ourſelves devout, and we have not as 
yet a juſt idea of devotion.” Te 


who belong to Jeſus Chriſt, ſays St. Paul, 
have crucified' their fleſſi; æ they have 


| faſtened it to the croſs; at the exarhple 


fied as that of Chriſt was, I do not fy | 


during his paſſion, but throughout the 
whole” courſe of his life? Thoſe who 
belong to him, fays' the ſame' Apoſtle, 
live not now to themſelves; but unto fim 


who died for them, and roſe aguinf. = 


Have we got to that paſs? Do we la- 
bour to attain to it? Is ſeſus Chriſt 
our life? Is his will ours? Do we 

conceive what it is to live no longer 
for ourſelves, but for Jeſus Chriſt'? 


St. Ignatius, on going to his ma by 


tyrdom, ſaid, I begin to be a diſciple 
Fefus Chriſt. The love of his maſtet 
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was conſuming him; he was burning 
with the deſire of being ground in 


the jaws of wild beaſts: he durſt not 
Tay, Tam a diſciple of Jeſus Chriſt ; 


but, 1 begin to be ſo: I am only in 


the firſt elements; and what he ſaid, 
he ſincerely thought. And ve ima- 
gine, that we do enough, that we even 
do more than enough for Jeſus Chriſt; 
we fancy ourſelves almoſt at perfec- | 
tion! Once more let us humble our- 
ſelves. The ſaints thought very diffe- 
rently of devotion from what we do. 
They did- not flatter themſelves, that 
they were deyout;; ſuch :a-title would 
have ſhocked. their humility; they 
were in conſtant gxerciſe to become 
ſo, but conſidered themſelves in their 
apprenticeſhip, even at the end of 
their © i WEE 
8 - XXIV. 

Devotion is i and invaria- 
ble; it is a permanent adheſion of the 
| heart 


Py 
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heart to God, and is independent of 
all the viciſſitudes of a ſpiritual life. 
It is always the ſame in aridities as in 
conſolations, in privation as in frui- 
tion? in the trouble of temptations as 
in the calm of peace, in dereliftion 
as in the favours of a moſt intimate 
union. Which ever way God deals 
with me, ſays the devout ſoul, he al- 
was is what he is, and deſerves at all 
times equally to be ſerved. My de vo- 
tion ſhould never alter, becauſe he 
who is the object of 180 is immu- 
table. N 22585 
It is imple, as "I only one in- 
tention. God alone is its motto. It 
ſtudies to purify its motives, by raiſing 
itſelf above every thing, that it may 
only ſee God, and his bleſſed will. It 
has no double look on God, and on 
itſell. The devout ſoul ſees itſelf, 
but in God, and in his good pleaſure, 
which is every thing to it. 8 
. 
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It is fervent, that is to ſay, it is 
always determined to do and to ſuffer 
that which pleaſes God, let it be never 
ſo painful. For 1 do not call fervor 
thoſe tranſient tran ſports, which a ſen- 
ſible grace produces in the ſoul. Be- 
ginners are apt to be deceived by 
this: they then think themſelves ca- 
pable of every thing, and they invite 
God to put them to the trial. But 


when this ſenſible effect of grace 


ceaſes, they ſoon change their no- 


tions and language, and feel their 


whole weakneſs. True fervour re- 
ſides in the bottom of the will; and 
it ſubſiſts as long as the will does not 
yield to tepidity, to remiſſneſs, to hea- 
vineſs; as long as it preſerves the 
ſame ardour, the ſame courage, the 


ſame activity. 


It is faithful, by carrying its atten- 
tion and accuracy to the greateſt de- 
licacy, 
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lieacy, yet without ſerupls « or anxiety ; 
faithful in little things as in greak 
things; faithful in what is of perfeę- 
tion, as in what is of obligation; 
faithful to the ſmalleſt ſign, as to the 
moſt exprels commandment. It's 
principle, from which it never departs, 
is, that nothing is little in the ſervice 
of God, whoſe will alone ſets. a value 
on things, and that we cannot better 
teſtify our love, than by preventing 
bis pleaſure, without waiting for hin 
command, | 
It is diſcreet, conſtantly atomive 
to. guide, itſelf according to the ſpirit 
of God; no ways, inconſiderate, im- 
prudent or, exceſſive; à friend to or- 
der, performing every thing in proper 
time and place; knowing when it, 
ſhould be reſolute or condeſcending 
to, the weakneſs of, others; when it 
ſhould be eg in ig pionn praioes 
and 
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and When i it mould relent ciuhondily 


in its regularity in behalf or cha- 
rity. A. BI | 


It does not litten to the imagina- 


tion, which is the ſtumbling-block of 


moſt pious people, which troubles 
them, diſconcerts them, ſets before 
them a thouſand vain fancies, and is 
always beguiling them into oppoſite 
determinations, and leading them into 
extravagance, caprice, levity and in- 
conſtancy. Devotion particularly aims 


at conquering and deſpiſing it. By 


ſo doing, it acquires great peace of 
mind, an evenneſs of temper which 
nothing diſcompoſes, a ſerenity of 
ſoul which extends to the exterior, 
and ſhews a placid countenance in the 
moſt — circumſtances. 
8 
It is docile, it is not attached to 


its own ideas, and readily ſubmits 


them 
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them to thoſe who have authority over 
it: to them it ſacrifices even that 
which may ſeem to it to be a convie- 
tion and a perſuaſion, and obeys them 
in ſpite of the greateſt reluctances; 
it adheres to no method againſt their 
will, and makes no alteration - in its 
conduR without their advice. 
It does not judge itſelf favorably, | 
that it may not be diſheartened, nor 
unfavourably, that it may not become 2 
preſumptuous: equally on'its guard 
againſt a falſe humility, which'is never 
ſatisfied with its progreſs, and finds 
fault with all its actions; and againſt a 
falſe confidence, which applauds itſelf 
for whatever it does, and eaſily pre- 
ſumes on its advancement; it thinks 
that it is more humble and more ſafe 
not to examine itſelf, or-pronounce on 
its ſituation; but to allow thoſe to 
Judge of it, who are charged with its 


condudt, 
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conduct, und to believe them with 
equal ſimplicity, whether "wr N 
Or condemn it. uf 
Severe towards itſelf; ach devo 
ion is indulgent to others, in pradc 
ly. conſulting their weakneſſes, in tak- 
ing, for its own thare, what is moſt 
painful and difficult, and in carrying 
at all times the heavieſt burden. 
It is active without eagerneſs; ſtea. 
dy without flowneſs, grave without 
- ” affeRation, chearful without diſſipa- 
* nion. It is not trifling, ſcrupulous, 
reſtleſs, rigid or remiſs, keeping in 
every ching the proper medium, and 
inclining rather to en than to ju- 
ſtice. 
Although zealous' for virtue, — 
always ready to undertake thoſe good 
works which providence: may throw in 
its way, it does not officioufly ſeek 
Fen; b but waits for them. It does net 


offer 
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offer itſelf, it does not intermet 
it does not intrigue, it does not inter- 
fere in every thing, as if nothing could 
be well done, that was not directed by 
it. The concerns of others are no 
object to it; it makes no enquiry, it 
has no curioſity, it paſſes no ſentence 


upon them; it is with the greateſt eir- 


cumſpeCttian that it engages in them, 
when induced by charity, and then it is 
indefatigable in. procuring ſucceſs, it 
employs, for that purpoſe, all its en- 
deavours and credit; and yet it is al- 
ways diſpoſed to deſiſt; as it rather 
chuſes, that good deeds of that kind 
ſhould be done wy others than 1 it- 
BK . i 
It's zeal does not e in 1 


: fant exclaiming with bittern eſs, a- 


gainſt abuſes: even the moſt: real; it 


bewails them before God, and be- 
echte him to remove them; but it 


bears 
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bears with them, if it be not charged 
to corrett them; and if it be, it does 
it with as much meekneſs and patience, 

as efficacy; without hurry, precipi- 
tadey or violence. Attentive to its 
own reformation, it does not ſet itſelf 
up as à reformer. It is too much 
taken up with its own failings, to pay 
attention to thoſe of others; Either it 
does not ſee them, or it excuſes them; 
or, if it cannot excuſe them, it is. 
ſilent; or if it ſpeaks of them, it is 
through a motive of charity, and for 
the advantage of thoſe who are inte- 
reſted in the matter.. 

It is a declared enemy to parties 
cs excluſive aſſociations. Not. 
but what it makes choice of ſome par- 
ticulars with whom it may form-a holy. 
connexion, and may » confidentially 
converſe. with them on holy things. 
But thoſe connexions are the work of 

1 grace; 


2 
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grace; there is no affeQation or my 
ſtery in them, or any thing that ſhews 
a contempt of others, as if they were 


not worthy to be admitted into its ſo- 


ciety. Much leſs does it form parties 
to give vogue. to ſuch a preacher, to 


ſuch a director, and to raiſe them, by 


depreſſing the others. This party- 


ſpirit characterizes falſe devotion, and 


true piety has it in abhorrence. 
XXVII. 


From what I have been ſaying, 


it appears, that the great objett of de- 
votion is to reform our charafter; 
and this is what it directly leads us to; 
by opening our eyes to ſee our de- 
fects, to which we are but too blind; 


by inſpiring us with a deſire of over- 


3 


coming them, a courage to attack 


them, and a hope of conquering them, 


with the help of grace. 


Every one knows, that there is no 


character ſo accompliſhed, which is 


I not 
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not liable to ſome defect; and even 


that the beſt natural qualities are al- 


Vays near to ſome vice. Meekneſs 


degenerates into weakneſs, into a ſoft 
complaiſance, into indolence. Reſo- 
lution expoſes us to ſtiffneſs, harſh- 
neſs, obſtinacy; the wary ſoul is often 
timid, diflident, ſuſpicious; on the 
CONtrary, a reſolute ſoul is bold, Pre 
ſumptuous, raſh. It is the ſame with 
all other qualities, which are ſeldom 
pure, but almoſt always blended with 
good and bad. ; 

Reaſon alone will never effect a 
perſect ſeparation. It is not ſubtile 
enough to diſcern the delicate ſhades 
which'ſeparite good and bad qualities, 
nor juſt enough to hit upon the medium 
between two extremes, nor has it a ſuffi- 
cient command over itſelf to be ſtea- 


dy in it: much leſs can it conciliate 


and match two good qualities which 
ſeem 
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ſeem oppoſite to each other. This 
can only be the work of grace, whoſe 
light is infinitely more penetrating 
and ſure, and which, while it en- 
lightens the mind, animates and ſup- 
ports the will in an undertaking, 
where the queſtion is to mould nature 
anew. 2 
When 1 ſpeak of moulding nature 

anew, it is not to be underſtood, that 
the charaQter is changed into an op- 
poſite one. , The ground-work of eve- 
ry character is good, why ſhould grace 
change it? The ground-work there- 
fore remains; but whatever ſelf-love 
has added to it that is vicious, diſap- 
pears; and that which is good, is per- 
fected. Each moral quality loſes 
what is ſuperfluous, and acquires what 
is wanting to it. They blend them- 
ſelves,and, from their juſt temperature, 
perfect virtue reſults. Moreover de- 

„ votion 


* 
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votion renders theſe moral qualities 
fupernatural,, 'and communicates to 
them a ſomething, that is divine, 
which ennobles and ſanftifies them. 


However it muſt be acknowledg- 


ed, that the induftry of man, though 
aſſiſted by grace, ſeldom brings the 
work to the utmoſt perfection; and 
that, in the moſt holy perſonages, 
there generally remains ſome defeR, or 
Tome exceſs, which flows from the primi- 
tive character: as it may be remarked in 
the writings, and in the conduR of a 
St. Cyprian, a St. ! and of many 
others. 


But when God himſelf undertakes 


the work, and when, with this view, 


he takes poſſeſſion of a ſoul, and brings 


it into the interior way; ſhould that 
ſoul be faithful, habitual recollettion, 
prayer and ſevere trials, radically pu- 


THY It, and make its charatter pas 
| : | bs 


through the - crucible, - which leaves 


no alloy. Such a ſoul becomes like 
vax in the hands of the great artificer, 
who handles and faſhions it as he 


pleaſes, and gives it impreſſions which 


are as profound as they are delicate. 


In ſuch characters the whole ſeems to 


be ſupernatural ; there is nothing hu- 


man to be ſeen; no good quality ex- 
ceeds or trenches on another, but they 


are all in perfect harmony. Such were 


St. Auſtin and St. Francis of Sales. 
How amiable was their devotion! 
What charity, what uniformity, what 
admirable evenneſs of ſoul in their 
life and in their converſations as wellas 
in their writings! 
XXVII. 
Devotion is noel of contracting 


the mind; thoſe who advance this, 


ate unacquainted with it: they con- 
fine their reflections to the trifling and 
13 ſuper- 
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Tuperficial behaviour of ſome certain 
people who affect to be devour, and 
they aſcribe to devotion the defetts of 
_ thoſe, who miſunderſtand and * 
it improperly. 

Let us ſingle out any one among 
thoſe, who conſider and practiſe de- 
votion in the manner in which I have 
defined and expounded it, and ſec if 
it contracts their mind. But where is 
the neceſſity for much reflection and 
argument, to be convinced, that the 
only ſource from whence we can draw 
true, great and juſt ideas on the ob- 
jetts which are the moſt intereſting to 
man, 1s that of devotion, which, to the 
knowledge it receives from pure and 
found reaſon, adds the moſt ſolid, ſure 
and ſublime lights of revelation? No- 
thing is great but the truth; and the 
truth, 1s God; it is whatever comes 
from God, whatever tends to and ter- 
minates in God, 


How 
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| How then can that mind be con- 
tracted, which, in matters that are 
within its reach, and that relate to its 
duties, makes it a rule with itſelf to 
conform its ideas and judgments to 
the ideas and judgments of God? Is 
not God the Father of lights ? * Is not 
the eternal Word, the true light that 
enlighitens every man coming into the 
world? F And ſome people will have 
it, that a mind that takes this light for 
rule and for guide, becomes narrow 
and little! There is no abſurdity, no 
contradiftion equal to this. 

1 ſay, that devotion inſtrułts us in 
what is within our reach, and what re- 
lates to our duties. For it is not ne- 
ceſſary that it ſhould go further. . It 
proportions itſelf to the capacity of the 
ſimple and ignorant, and gives them 
what is ſufficient to conduct themſelves 


if James i. 1. + John i. . 


„ as 
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as they ought.- The truly devout 


man, let the natural extent of his mind 


and his education be what it will, has 
always more reaſon, more good ſenſe, 
more penetration and exactneſs, than 


if he were not ſo. This is inconteſta- 
ble, and I want no more. But, ſhould 
a man of great genius, that has been 
cultivated by an excellent education, 


give himſelf to devotion; ſhould he, 


in his meditations and ſtudies, . pre- 
ſerve a ſerenity of mind that is free 
from prejudice and paſſion, ſeeking 
but the truth, and ſeeking it only in 
God, I maintain, that in his re- 


ſearches, he will penetrate as far as the 


bounds of his underſtanding can al- 


low, that he will judge of things the 


moſt intricate, and the moſt de licate, 
as certainly as it can be expected from 
a reaſon which is not infallible; and 
that his talents will acquire, all the 


r of which they are ann, 
˖. 
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S St. Auſtin was devout; he knew 
and excellently pradtiſed religion, 
Was his mind contragted? Do we 
know of any mind that was more ex- 
tenſive, more elevated and more pro- 
found? Would he haye had ſo great, 
ſo juſt, ſo penetrating views, had he 
confined himſelf to the ſtudy of elo- 
quence and of profane philoſophy? 
Let us judge of it from what he him 
| ſelf relates in his Confeſſions. Until 
| the age of thirty, he applied himſelf 
to all kinds of ſcience, and, with an 
indefatigable ardor, had ſought for 
truth every where but in religion? 
Did he find it? Did his unquiet mind 
reſt in it? Did he examine it to the 
bottom, did he unfold it as he has 
done ſince, when, having given him 
ſelf totally to God, he hardly knew 
any other book beſides the holy 
ſcriptures, and when, that he might 
under- 
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underſtandthe better, he implored the 
divine aſliſtance wn a continual 
prayer ? ee 

St. chryſoſtom was FRO Was 
_ devotion hurtful to the brightneſs of 
his genius, to his happy tal ent for elo- 
quence? Did it not contribute to that 
nobleneſs of ideas, that juſtneſs of 
good ſenſe, that profundity of philo- 
phy which we admire in his works, and 
for which he certainly was not behold- 
ing to the lefſons of Libanius his ma- 
ſter. Would he have been ſo great a 
man, had he adhered to that ſophiſt, 
who had defigned him for his ſucceſ- 
for ? Compare the writings of the one 
and the other, and then judge. 1 
could ſay as much of all the fathers 
of the church, who, through devotion, 
became the beſt wits and luminaries 
of their age, 


Devotion 
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Devotion therefore is ſo far from 
contracting the mind, that on the con- 
trary, it gives all the extenſion, the 
ſolidity, and the ſagacity, of which it 
is capable. This will appear evident, 
if we conſider the objects which be- 
long to devotion, the light which it 
throws upon other objects, the rules it 
lays down to judge of them properly, 
the means which it furniſhes, and the 
obſtacles it removes for that purpoſe. 
I except the frivolous arts and acqui-, 
ſitions of mere amuſement, which it 
teaches us to deſpiſe, or at leaſt for- 
bids us to beſtow on them our ſerious 
application. This pre-ſuppoſed, I aſk, 
if there be any one ſcience that is 
truly worthy of man, to which devo- 
tion, ſuch as I have defined, is not uſe- 
ful, or even neceſſary, in order to pe- 
netrate the true principles, to trace 
and to un- fold the confequences of it? 
Ef I leave 
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I leave this to the refleQions. of my 
| readers. Let them run over philoſo- 


phy and all its branches, logic, natural 


| hiſtory, metaphyſic, morality, œcono- 
_ mics, politics, juriſprudence ;. and let 


them ſay, if there be any one which 


can be poſſeſſed and thoroughly diſ- 


cuſſed without the ſcience of religion, 
which is the baſis of them all. What 
is hiſtory more than an object of curi- 
oſity, and a mere exerciſe of the me- 
mory, if you ſeparate; it from provi- 
dence, that prepares the events at a 
diſtance, and appoints or permits them 
for wiſe and worthy purpoſes? And 
what other mind but that which is en- 
lightened by a ſolid devotion, will be 
able to view hiſtory, in the intimate 
relation which it always has had, and 
ever will have to religion? If the great 
Boſſuet had not viewed it in this man- 
ner, would his d:/cour/e be fo ſublime, 
2 ſo 
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ſo eloquent, ſo inftruQtive as it 
is? Would it be the maſter- piece : 
of the human mind, both for the plan 
and the execut ion. 

If the truly Were to be 
deemed narrou-minded, becauſe he is 
devout; becauſe he loves God, and 
fears to offend him; becauſe he re- 
ſpefts the Church, its miniſters, its 
commandments, and its decihons; 
becauſe he is nice and delicate in the 
management of affairs, and about the 
means of making a fortune; becauſe ' 
he has piety, virtue and probity, I 
have nothing more to ſay: I cannot 
hinder thoſe, whoſe perlonal intereſt 
it is to aſſert, that black is white, and 
white is black. 

XXVIII. 

The ſame devotion, which ex- 
tends and reCttifies the mind, dilates 
the heart and ennobles the ſenti- 

YT ments. 
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ments. This article wants no more 


proof than the former. That which 
contracts the heart, and debaſes it, is 
ſelf-love, the paſſions, the eſteem and 


the love of earthly things. Seek for 
no other cauſe of hard- heartedneſs, 
of meanneſs, of injuſtice and cruelty, 


than the ſelfiſhneſs with which man 
wants all for ſelf, refers all to ſelf, 
and ftrives to concentrate all in ſelf, 
You cannot name me a ſingle vice, or 
a ſingle defect, that does not ſhoot 
from that root. 
Now, what does devotion aim at? 
It attacks ſelf-love in its very ſource, 
and purſues it to its entire extinQion, 
by ſubſtituting in its room the love of 
God, the loveof one's neighbour, and 
the well-regulated love of one's ſelf: 
by this means, it re-eſtabliſhes in- man 
his primitive reQitude, it reſtores or- 
der in his .. it forbids any 


ſen- 
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ſentiment that proceeds not from God, 
and tends not to God; it communi- 
cates to him an ampleneſs, which, 
raiſing him above himſelf, extends his 
benevolence to all mankind; it inte-. 
reſts him, by ſuperior views to thoſe 
of humanity, in the happineſs or mi- 
ſery of his fellow=creatures : it prompts 
him to relieve them in diſtreſs, and to 
rejoice at their proſperity, as if it were 
his own; it inſpires him with a noble 

diſintereſtedneſs, with a modeſt and 
compaſſionate generoſity, which are / 
unknown to that pompous benevo- 
lence, which is always preceded, ac- 
companied and followed by a glance. 
on ſelf: it reſtores to him, in ſhort, 

all the capacity which he received 
from the Creator, and which only can 
be filled with the divine immen- 
fe -- OY 


Devg- 
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Devotion alſo turns the ſtream of 
the human paſſions, which mutually 
Jar, wrangle - and - ſnatch from each 
other, the frivolous, and pitiful good 
things of this world, the enjoyment 
of which cannot be divided; it turns, 
I ſay, the ſtream of them towards their 
real object, which alone can ſatisfy 
them, and which they all can poſſeſs 
in common; it teaches them only to 
love, to hate, to deſire and to fear, 
what God and right reaſon require, 
that man ſhould love, hate, fear and 
deſire: a morality, which, if faith- 
fully practiſed, would baniſh from the 
world all manner of crimes, and would 
drain the ſource of them in the hu- 
man heart. PS.» 

In ſhort, it inſpires diſguſt and 
contempt for earthly things; it-points 
out to us their proper deſtination, 
which-is to ſupply the tranſitory wants 

of 
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of this mortal life; it convinces us 
that they are made for us, and- even 
for the meaneſt part of ourſelves, and 
that our ſoul is not made for them; 


it ſets before this ſoul the ſolid, eter- 
nal, 1mmutable objets which are 
worthy of its nature, and proportioned 
to its deſires; it gives it a reliſh for 


them, it makes it ardently wiſh for the. 


poſſeſſion of them, and teaches it the 
pureſt means of attaining them. 
How grand, how noble, how ſub- 


lime are the ſentiments of him, who, 


through his devotion to God, is pene- 
trated with theſe truths, and even in 


any condition of life whatſoever! 


For in this reſpect, devotion levels 


every condition: and the peaſant in 
his cottage is greater than the mo- 
narch in his palace, if he has more 


piety. Honours and dignities do not 


puff him up: obſcurity and depen- 
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dance do not degrade him. He is 
not inſolent in proſperity, nor de- 
jected in adverſity, nor proud and 
ſcornful, like the philoſopher, in me- 
diocrity. If, from His rank, he is 
above other men, he .only ſees in 
them his equals, to whom he owes 
either ſuccour or protettion. He 
looks upon himſelf as inferior to every 
one who ſerves God better than he 
does; and, becauſe there is no one 5 
who is not, or may not be greater before 
God than he is, he puts himſelf, in his 
heart, in the laſt place. Should he be 
in an obſcure condition, far from en- 
vying thole who are conſpicuous, he 
congratulates with himſelf, and thanks 
God for it. Yes, he thanks God for 
being born in indigence and if grace 
| ſpurs bim. on, . he reduces himſelf to 
poverty, and even to voluntary. men- 


dicity. We have ſeen it in our days; 
and 
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and this. inſtance of. greatneſs of ſoul, 
to him who knows how to prize it, will 
nat appear to be the leaſt triumph of = 
devotion. If he has maſters, it is Gp ; | 
whom he reſpefts, whom he loves, ; 
and whom he obeys in them; and 
there is nothing in their ſervice that 
debaſes him in the ſight. of God. Ina 
word, (for I do not mean to exhauſt 
this ſubject) if he be truly great, who 
ſoars above all that is created, and knows 
no ſuperior but God alone, truly 


.great is the man, who is ly de- 
vout. 


8 XXIX. 

It ſhould ſeem, that there were 
nothing more wanting to the picture 
of devotion, and that it even greatly 
ſurpaſſed the idea which is generally 
formed of it: 1 mean, be to add 
40,8 afew more touches, | 
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The truly devout man no longer 


belongs to time. As ſoon as he con- 


ſecrates himſelf to God, he is tranſ- 


ported, as it were, to the region of 
eternity; he only thinks on eternity, 


not with fear, but with joy, as his dif- 
tinction; he beholds every thing with 
a reference to eternity: he has con- 


ſtantly in his thoughts theſe words of a 


ſaint: What is this to eternity? What 
is any thing to me which paſſes away 
with time? Ionly am in this world, as 


in a place of trial; I am come into it 
to ſerve my apprenticeſhip to what 1 


am eternally to be employed in. I am 
deſtined to love God, and to be for 


ever happy in the poſſeſſion of him. 


This is my end. That uncertain, and, 
in itſelf, very ſmall number of days, 


which is portioned out for me upon 


earth, is only given me, that I may 


love God through choice, in order to 
deſerve 
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deſerve to love him for ever as my 
reward, Every thing here below 


ſhould be to me an exerciſe of love. 


But love aſpires only to give, to ſacri- 
fice, to ſuffer for the obje& which it 
loves. This therefore 1s all I have todo, 
this is the employment of all the in- 


ſtants of my life. He whom I love 


deſerves all, and expects all from me. 
He has loved me with an eternal love, 
with a love that is totally gratuitous 


and diſintereſted; with a love, to 
which mine, how exceſſive ſoever it 


may be, can never be compared. As 
the price of his love, he aſks for mine; 
and if he had not prevented me, had 
he promiſed me nothing, there ſtill 
would be a thouſand * to love 
him. 8 

The vill of God is the a rule 


of the truly devout man. In all that 


happens to him, he ſees nothing but 
* . K 3 that; 
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that; he only adheres to that; he 
bleſſes it for every thing; he is always 
contented, provided it be accompliſh- 
ed. He is intimately perſuaded, that 
God appoints nothing, permits nothing 
that is not conducive to the advantage 
of thoſe who love him; whatever comes 
from his hand (and every thing comes 
from it, exclufive of fin) is a bleſſing 
to him: and croſſes, more than any 
thing elſe, on account of the reſemb- 
lance which they give him with Jeſus 
Chriſt, the head and model of ſouls 
devoted to God. 

Every thing helps him to unite 
himſelf more and more to him whom 
he loves: the obſtacles turn into 
means: nothing ſtops him; he over- 
comes, he forces every thing; he re- 
moves every medium that hinders him 
from joining himſelf immediately to 
him, mind to mind, and heart to heart. 


Tie. 
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The divine union is the motive of all 
his actions, and the centre of all his 
deſires. And thereſore Whatever he 
loves, he loves it only in God, and for 
God. 7 8 
Let no one from hence believe, as 
ſome vainly imagine, that his heart is 
indifferent or inſenſible. There is no 
heart more affectionate, more tender, 
more compaſſionate, more generous, 
more grateful than that of the devout 
man. His love for his neighbour, is mo- 


delled after the infinite love af God,and | 


it is but an extenſion of that which he 
has for God. The love of his neighbour 


is a ſolid, a delicate, an obliging love: 


a love which nothing leſſens, and 
which, on the contrary, increaſes by 
that which ſeemingly ſhould extinguiſh 
it. This however does not hinder it 
being true, in a very proper. ſenſe, 
that God is all to the truly devout 

© Ro © one 
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man, and that every thing beſides is 
nothing to him; becauſe God is his 
only good, and the term of all his af- 
fektions, which only paſs through 
the creatures to fix themſelves in 
A ö 
NAX. 

But let us ſee, more in particular, 
what conduct devotion inſpires with 
regard to our neighbour. For it is 


this head on which it is the moſt un- 
juſtly attacked; and therefore it is 
neceſſary to vindicate it from its cen- 


ſurers. 


I therefore ſay, that, in what re- 


gards our neighbour, devotion has all 


the characters which St. Paul attri- 
butes to charity; * ſince it is nothing 


elſe but the practice of the pureſt 


charity. Let us develope thoſe cha- 


' raQters: let us apply them to the de- 


1 Cor, xiii. 49. 


vout 


J 


; 


„ 
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vout people whom we may be aces + 


notwithſtanding ſome few ſhades, 


which human frailty may mix with 


them. | 1 
The devout man then is patient ; 


he bears all things; he endures all things. 
This endurance is one of the molt ne- 


ceſſary things in a ſocial life, and that 
in which he exerciſes himſelf the 
moſt, becauſe the practice of it is 


continual, and contributes more than 


any thing to preſerve domeſtic peace. 
For it is the moſt wanted in the heart 


of families, and with thoſe with whom 


we habitually live: a huſband anda wife 


with regard to each other; a maſter 


with regard to his ſervants; parents 


with regard to their children: and, 
in general, thoſe who live together, 
or have frequent connexions with one 


An- 


quainted with, and let us do juſtice to ; 
thoſe in whom we ſhall ſee them ſhine, | 


— 


to greater lengths, open animoſities, 
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another, are conſtantly in the way of 
ſhewing their charaQter, their humour, 
and a thouſand little natural defects, 
fach as they are in themſelves. And 
I venture to ſay, that it is more eaſy 
to be patient on great occaſions, 
when motives of religion, and the fear 
of offending God ſets us on our guard, 
than torefrain, in many trivial circum- 
ſtances, from ſallies of . ill-humour, 
which are not fo carefully attended 
to, and ſufficiently conſidered in their 
conlequences. Nevertheleſs the want 
of endurance 1s ſometimes fatal. The 
imagination takes heat, and magnifies 


the ſmalleſt faults; the temper is ex- 


aſperated; a bare repugnance begets 
an averſion; the parties concerned no 
longer can ſee or bear with each o- 
ther; whatever happens ſhocks on 
þoth ſides ; from words they proceed 


and 
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and declared enmities. The matter 
in the beginning was trifling; and the 
evil at laſt becomes incurable. It is 
here where the practice of devotion is 
of great uſe, by teaching us to bear 
with the failings of others, as we wiſh 
that they would excuſe ours. 
He is kind; always inclined to ob- 
lige. His property, his time, his ta- 
tents, his credit, belong leſs to himſelf 
than to others. At what moment fo. 
ever you apply to him, whatſoever 
you may aſk, if in his power, he is 
ready to grant it; he quits every o- 
ther occupation, even his pious exerci- 
ſes, when the intereſt of his neighbour 
demands it. He is a ſtranger to thoſe 
vain offers, thoſe excuſes and evaſions 
| Which are ſo common in the world, 
whereby, provided that it coſt nothing, 
a great ſhew of benevolence is fet 
forth, and impoſition is maſked under 
tho 
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the appearance of ſincerity. His of. 
fers are ſincere; he is a ſlave to his 
promiſes; and, when he excuſes him- 
ſelf, he dpes it in ſuch manner, as to 
convince you that it 1s truly painful 
to him, to be unable to grant your 
petition. | 

It is of him alone that it can be 
ſaid, that he is not envious; that he 
beholds, with as much and more plea- 
ſure, the proſperity of others than his 


own; that he-envies neither the ta- 


lents nor the ſucceſs of others, nor 
the applauſes, nor. the rewards they 
receive. How ſhould he envy that 
which he deſires not for himſelf? He 
is the firſt to acknowledge their merit; 


to praiſe it, to produce and to ſet it 


forth to the beſt advantage. He 1s 
not even jealous of their virtue, of 
their holineſs, of the graces which 
God beſtows on them, which are the 

treaſures 
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treaſures he aſpires to; and let what 
will be his defire of loving God, he 
wiſhes that others may ſurpaſs him in 
love. How rare a thing is it to be 
totally exempt from this ſo mean a 
ſentiment, and yet ſo natural to man, 
from which, devotion alone can ſet 
bim free. | = 
He ſays nothing, ke does ai ber- 
verſely, giddily or inconſiderately: a 
diſpoſition moſt important, and of the 
greateſt conſequence in ſociety. 
Much ſuperior in this to politeneſs, 
which only faves the appearances, de- 
votion extends this rule to judgments 
and to affeftions, from whence flow 
all exterior demonſtrations, which we 
cannot at all times command, when 2 
we are inattentive to what paſſes in 
our interior. 

Far from being 20 up dh the 
temporal or ſpiritual adyantages which 


he 
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he bas over others, the truly devout 
man pays them no regard, or, if he 
thinks of them, he only finds in them 
motives of humiliation; whereas he, 
who is not truly devout, is always 
running a ſecret compariſon between 
himſelf and others, to obtain the pre- 
ference, and to congratulate himſelf 
at not being like the reſt of men*. The : 
real devout man tries all he can to 
forget himſelf; and the judgments, | 
which he forms of himſelf, are full of 


contempt. This is the moſt Intimate 
ſentiment of his heart. 


No one is more remote than he 
from ambition. As much as others are 
flattered with diſtinctions and pre- 
eminences, ſo much is he averſe to 
them. He ſo little thinks of raiſing 
himſelf, of being above others, and 
of commanding, that on the contrary 


Luke xxiii. 11. 5 
he 
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he only loves to abaſe himſelf, to Teck 
the laſt places, and to obey. He is 
ſtill more free from ſpiritual ambi- 
tion; well knowing that it is more 
dangerous, and more odious to God 
and men, than the other. He ſtifles in 
his heart the ſmalleſt bud of it, and 
never ſuffers any thing to appear exte- 
riorly, that can give any favorable idea 
of himſelf. a 

He ſeeks not his own mize Tn 
ready to facrifice them for the ſake of 
peace, and to preſerve charity. His 
great, his only intereſt is to be in eon- 
'cord with all mankind, with a refe- 
rence to God. 

He is 2 ſtranger to anger, harſh | 
expreſſions, and to the ſpirit of con- 
tradiction. Meekneſs accompanies all 
his words, and reigns in all his pro- 
ceedings. He rather chuſes to yield, 
when he is in the right, than to ſup- 

| port 
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port with warmth his opinion. No- 
thing hurts him, nothing offends him, 
nothing irritates him. One would 
think that he is inſenſible, and that he 
obſerves nothing: although he be ex- 
tremely delicate in ſentiment, and 
nothing miſplaced eſcapes him. Wy 
Whilſt the falſe devout man is 
ſcandalized at every thing; and miſ- 
conſtrues every thing, he thinks no evil, 
and interprets every thing in good 
part; endeavouring, as far as he can, 
to ſee and repreſent things on their 
ſavourable fide, to extenuate real 
blemiſhes, and to juſtify the intention, 
when the aftion cannot be excuſed. 
As he has no malignity, he ſuſpects 
none in others; and, to believe any 
evil, he muſt be forced to it * evi- 


dence. 


XX X1. 
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The e of. the. * is WIAL 
chin but diffimulation*.. The world 


only expreſſes eſteem and friendſhip, 


the better to conceal its coolneſs and 
contempt: indifferent to thoſe whom. 
it affects the moſt to careſs; often 
even wiſhing evil to thoſe whoſe inte- 

reſts they ſeem the moſt warmly... to 
eſpouſe. The truly devout man loves. 


without feint; he ſhews on his counte⸗ 
nance what he has in his ſoul; his 


mouth only expreſſes what he feels. 
His character is cordiality, that pre- 
cious. virtue, which the world has ba- 
niſned from its commerce, to retain 


but the ſemblance of it. 


* Rom. xii. 9, &c, 


o_ 


* 
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He does not wait till he is pre- 


vented by others; but he prevents them 


with marks of hongur. He forgets the 
attention that is due to himſelf, to 
mind, that whieh charity prompts him 
to pay to his neighbour. Not how- 
ever fo, as not to ſupport his dignity, 
and maintain the privileges of his 
rank, when propriety demands it; 


but he is free from all haughtineſs and 


over.- delicate pretenfions; and, on 
this account, his right. is = leſs « con- 
reſted. 8 8 | 
Politenefs only gives, that it may 
receive: it only makes the firſt ad- 
vances on one occafion, that they may 


be returned to it on another. Tt mea- 


fares, kt rates its civilities; and it ex- 


adts at beaſt as much attention as it 


beſtows; always apprehenfive left 
ſomething ſhould be wanting in the 
return, or leſt a juſt value ſhould not 

5 5 be 


oO n On. 1% 
de ſet on its petforinance, - Not fe 


_ with devatian. © Without derogating 
from what belongs to rank and con» 
ctition, it knows how to be affable, 
graciqus, obfequious ; it humaniſes, 
it familiariſes, it abaſes itſelf, it puts 
itſelf on a level vith thoſe with whom 
it converfes; its proffers are frank, 

natural, difintereſted, free from all 
feli views. 

Human e dis ofien bus 
haven and, at met, but barren 
ſentiments. It is partial x it is incon- 
ſtant; it has only a firſt-motian, which - 
to which it is witnefs, ow account of 
their excefs, infpire it wich more hon. 
for than pity; and if it relieve them; 
taken off. It but ton frequently han- 
pens, that the humanity; om which 
people pique themſebves, is affectec; 
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| and ended: nb oſtentation; that it 
only does good for the ſake of ſhow; 
and, in revealing the hidden miſery 
of others, it leaves it room to repent 
the de that was Oo in 
e ui 28180 77 


- Devotion does not fall into any of 0 
a defects. Its commiſeration ex- 
tends itſelf to all the wretched: it 
ſhares, from the heart, in their evils 
and intherr wants, as if they were its 
own. It relieves them efficaciouſly, 
by trenching not only on its ſuper- 
fluity, but even on its neceſſaries. 
No ſort of miſery diſguſts it; and the 
greater the miſery is, the more it ha- 
ſtens to ſuccour it. It accompanies 
its charities with an intereſted air, a 
ſenſibility, a tenderneſs, that moves, 
that conſoles; that charms the afflicted. 
Particularly attentive to baſhful indi- 
gence, it 3 it, it ſpares it the con- 
71 fuſion. 
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fulion of an explication, it often. con- 
ceals the hand that gives it aſſiſtance, 
and does it ſo; ſecretly, that no ↄne 

ever ſurmiſes it, or catches a whilper - 
of it. „ , 
The real devour man appropriates 

to himſelf the inward diſpoſitions of 
his neighbours. - He is Joyful with thoſe 
who are in joy, and he weeps with thoſe 
who weep®*. His ſoul aſſumes the ſen- 
timents of thoſe who approach him, 
and is affected with that which con- 
cerns them. It is not grimace, flat 
tery, or bare politeneſs; it is a real 
and profound intereſt of a brother, 
who ſhares the good things and the 
evils of his brethren, and conſiders 

them as his own. = 

. Laſtly, if we conſider, on the one 
hand, what humanity, education and 
politeneſs have power to introduce 


b * * Rom. xii. 15. 


L 3 into 
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into the commerce of life, chat is ue. 
ful, ſafe, comfortable and agreeable ; 
and, on the other, that which a devo- 
tion, well underſtood and pradtiſed, 
introduces alſo, and that which it 
would introduce, were it more gene- 
rally diffuſed ; we ſhall be forced ta 
acknowledge, that the whole :advan- 
tage is on the ſide of devotion, and 
that no compariſon can be made. To 
the devout man belongs the enco- 
mium in ſcripture, of being beloved by 
God and by mens, becauſe he ſerves | 
God in God, and does all the good he 
can to his neighbours: and if he be 
not at all times loved by them, it is be- 
cauſe they are wicked, envious and 
ungrateful, becauſe they miſunder- 
ſtand virtue, and refuſe to do it ju- 
ſtice, 


* FEecl, xlv. 1. 


XXXII. 


- 20600RK, - 
Either the devout man is not de- 
vout as he ought to be, or he is a good 
huſband, a good father, a good maſter, 
a good friend, a good citizen, a good 
' ſubjeQ; becauſe the eſſence of devo- 
tion conſiſts in a faithful diſcharge of 
all the duties which are annexed to 
thoſe titles, and to thoſe of a ſimilar 
nature. There is no caſe in which it 
authoriſes a deficiency in the leaſt 
obligation, which reſults from the 
connexions, either in natural or civil 
ſociety, and in which it does not ſe- 
verely condemn the man who is de- 
ficient. This is not all; devotion 
alone diſplays to us the full extent of 
theſe duties, it binds us in conſcience 
to ſtudy them, and makes us find a re- 
liſh and a pleaſure in fulfilling them, 
at all times, and in every cireum- 


ſtance. 
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Suppoſing an equality in all FRED 


_ reſpeQts, compare, in every condition, 


in eyery profeſſſon, the devout man 
and him who is not ſo. See which is 


the beſt informed, the moſt aſſiduous, 
the molt honeſt, the moſt punctual, the 


moſt nice and the moſt difintereſted; 
which 1s he who thrives the moſt, of 


whom the public complains the leaſt, 


and with whom it is beſt pleaſed. 


Caſt an eye on the moſt elevated ſta- 


tions; examine by . whom they have 
been beſt filled, by the partiſans, or 


by the enemies of devotion. One 


may be devout, and want talents: 


but he neither wants zeal, nor probity, 


nor the deſire of doing what is right. 


The faults, which are occaſioned 


through the want of genius, ſhould 


not be imputed to devotion, às long 
as it never prompts us to engage in 
a charge, an office, a profeſſion to 

E which 
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which: we are unequal ; as s long as it 
obliges us to omit nothing that may 


fit us for them; and even to quit and 


lay them down, if the public and par- 
ticulars ſuffer by us. It is never from 
devotion that frauds, miſdemeanors, 


injuſtices, violences and the abuſe of 


authority proceed; no more than 
negligence, the want of application, 
and all the other conſequences of a 
culpable ignorance. All that is good 
ſhould be ſet down as to its juſt ac- 
count; it is a ſtranger to all that is 
bad; and, to make it reſponſible for 
any thing of the kind, is the height of 
_injuſtice. This is, in general, what 
a real devout man is with reſpe@ 
to his fellow-man and to ſociety. 


XXXIII. 
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As to what perſonally regards him- 

ſelf, devotion renders him happy 
with the only true happineſs that can 
be enjoyed upon earth: it never has 
happened, that a real deyout man had 
reaſon to repent him at being ſo, and 
it never will happen. It will be ſaid 
chat he hates himſelf, that he deſpiſes 
himſelf, that he wars againſt himſelf, 
that he renounces himſelf: I grant it; 
and it is exactly in this where he finds 
peace, evenneſs of ſoul and joy. It 
is certain, both from reaſon and the 
principles of faith, and it is demon- 
ſtrated, by a conſtant and univerſal 
Experience, that the good things of 
this world, riches, honors; pleaſures 
cannot ſatisfy the ſoul, and only pro- 
yoke its hunger, without aſſuaging it; 
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that the paſſions are the principal 
fource of the miſeries which oppreſs 


| mankind, and that, in reſpeRt to he 


inevitable evils in life, no other philo+ 
fophy than that of religion can help 
us to bear at's B07 r eue us the 1 8 
per uſe of them. 
Ik᷑ꝗ is alſo certhin, tic” 
ed by experience, that God being the 
only happineſs of man, the devotion 
- which brings him to God, which u- 
nites him to God, is the true, the only 
principle of his felicity thatitpreferves 
him from fin, which is his ſovereign 
evil; that it ſecures him from the 
miſchiefs that might enſue from his 
paſſions; that in regard to the other 
evils, whether natural, or occaſioned 
by the injuſtice and the malice of his 
fellow-men, it teaches him to over- 
come them with patience, and to draw 


wonderful ee from them; 
7 that 
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that, as to temptations, trials, and 0 'Y 
ther ſupernatural. ſufferings, it per- | 
ſuades them that they are not evils, 
but real good things, that they are 
remedies which expiate ſin, or pre- 


ſerve him from it, occaſions to prac- 


tife virtue, means to ſanQify him, and. 


to diſpoſe him to the divine union. 
Thus it lifts him above all human e- 
vents, above the viciſſitudes of a ſpi- 


ritual life, above himſelf, and eſta- 
bliſhes him in an unalterable peace. 


On the other hand, God, who is 
rich in mercy, and who never ſuffers 


himſelf to be overcome in liberality, | 


devotes himſelf, if I may be allowed to 
ſay ſo, to the man, who is devoted to 
bim; he treats him as his child, he 
takes care of him, as the apple of his 
eye (it is the expreſſion which he 


_ himſelf makes uſe of): he laviſhes 


voor him his ſuccours, his conſola- 


tions, 
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8 2 tions, his favours; in ſhort, he con- 
| 5 . him, by t the ſtrongeſt and moſt 
intimate proofs, that he gains all in 
ſacrifice of all; and that the ſupreme. 


happineſs of the creature is only to 


be found in the privation of every 


thing elſe, and even of itſelf, in or- 


der to ſecure the poſſeſſion: of the in- 


finite good. 
Do not tax me here with falſe. 
hood or exaggeration. On the con- 


trary, be aſſured, that all I ſay falls 


far ſhort of the reality. Vou have, 
on this head, the unanimous depoſi- 


tion of the ſaints: I refer you to 
them. You have their writings; 


conſult them, and ſee if they ſay leſs 
than I do. There is not one amongſt 


them who has not atteſted, that he 


was happy in God's ſervice, that he 


had never been happy before, and 


tals it is the only mean of being happy. 
Should 


\ 


; * 
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- "Should you ſay, that you have-nor 
experienced this happineſs, although 
you have ferved God for many years; 
that muſt proceed, from your nor ſerv- 
Ing him with the fame dedication 
with which the faints did; from your 
blending, with your devotion, a ne- 
gligenee, a remiſſneſs, and a referve; 
from your ſeeking yourſelf more than 
you ſeek God: and from your felf- 
tove, which tyranniſes over your foul 
with fears, defires, vain regrets, and 
deluding forecaſts, with murmurs, 
interior rebellions and refiſtances, 


which it oppoſes to the * of the 
love of God. 


X XXIV. 


You aſk je for a model of perfe& 
devotion; What other can I propoſe 


than that which has been given to us 


all in the perſon of Jane Chriſt! 
Liſten 


1 
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Liſten to that divine Maſter, and Rudy 
his conduct. He came upon earth to 
teach you in what true devotion con- 
fiſts. All the leſſons of his heavenly 
doctrine are reducible to that of de- 
_ vation. His whole hfe was nothing 


elſe but the moſt abſolute devotion, 


practiſed in the moſt excellent man- 
ner. 


- The moment hin came into the world, 


he devoted himfelf to God his Father, 
as a victim, to repair the outrages done 
to his glory, and to eſſett the recon- 
ciliation of man. From that inſtant, 
the great croſs which he was to carry, 
Vas offered to him, that croſs compri- 
ſed the whole ſequel, of his life, and 
was to become more and more heavy 
and painful from the manger to his laſt 
gaſp. It united, toan incomprehenſible 
degree, all the ſorts of ſufferings and 
ignominies, which could be borne by a 

ſoul 
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ſoul that was ſupported by the pow 
of the divinity; it was to ſpend on his 
head all the ſcourges of the divine 
juſtice; it was to equal and ſurpaſs 
all the pains that were due to the e- 
normous and innumerable iniquities 
of men. His ſoul, infinitely illumi- 
nated with the divine light, meaſured 
the extent of this crols, it diſtinaly 
knew all the rigours of it, it foreſaw ' 
and felt before-hand the d 
torments of it. 

He accepted it with all 1the ſub- 
miſſion, all the love, all the genero- 
ſity that a God-Man was capable of. 
He had it always before his eyes; it 
was always dear to his heart; he con- 
tinually haſtened, by his deſires, the 
conſummation of his ſacrifice; and 
the extreme vehemence of thole de- 
fires was perhaps the greateſt of his 
torments, For, how great ſoever the 
excels 


ut 


exceſs of it may have been, his love 
went incomparably beyond, and made 


him wiſh to ſuffer ſtill more, if it could 
be; for the glory of his F n abt 
for our ſalvation. : 

This is the ſblime; the divine 
model of devotion: this is the moſt 


faithful and the only true expreſſion 
of that which God deſerves on our 


part, and of the ſervice which we owe 


to him. It 1s only in reference to this. 
wonderful conſecration, that God is 
pleaſed _ to be ſatisfied with ours, 
weak, imperfeR, and unworthy, as it 


is, of his ſovereign Majeſty. Our 


conſecration, how far ſoever it may 


reach, how great ſoever it may be 


conceived to be, is of no value in it- 
ſelf; it is inſufficient to expiate the 
ſmalleſt of our offences, and to merit 


for us the leaſt degree of glory. There 


never was but one conſecration, 


M Which, 


Fe 
£ 2 6 
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which; of itſelf, is pleaſing to cod: 
it is that of jeſus Chriſt: and from 
that our conſecrations derive all their 
value. | 955 

Let us therefore caſt our eyes on 
this perfect and only exemplar, and let 
us, at firſt ſtarting, imprint deeply in 
our minds this grand truth, that God 
is ſo much above us, or to ſpeak more 
properly, that God is ſo much all, 
and we ſo much nothing, that 
it is impoſſible for us, by the moſt 
extenſive and generous conſecra- 
tion that can be imagined, I do not 
ſay, to attain to what he has a right to 
expect from us, but even to do any 
thing that may draw down upon us a 
look, and may render us worthy 
of the — mark of his bene vo- 
—_— - 

Next to that, after having pro- 
_ humbled and annihilated 


our- 


. 5 


3 let us intreat him to in- 
ſpire us with an aft of conſecration, 
that ſhall be acceptable to- him, to 
make us produce this act, with all that 
love which can enter into the has 
man heart, and to ſupport us, with 
the power of his grace, itt the faith- 
ful and conſtant accompliſhment of 
alt the ſacrifices which are contained 
in it. 

Finally, becauſe we are noi 
of ourfelves, and fin from inclination, 


becauſe there is nothing that is good 


in us, which is not a gift of God: 
let us unite our conſecration, to that 
of Jeſus Chriſt; let us conjure that 
divine Saviour, to communicate to it 
ſome ſhare of the merits of his, to 
offer it to his Father with' his, and to 
engage him, through his all-power- 
ful mediation, graciouſly to ſe 
of it. 
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The eſſential point is, doubtleſs, 
properly to conceive the act of con- 
ſecration, and to form it in the heart 
with a full and entire will: for all 
depends upon knowing the nature 
and the qualities of our engagement 
with God, and on generouſly em- 
bracing all the obligations of it. We 
may juſtly ſay here, that the W 
is half of the whole. 

But it is only the half; we muſt 
come to the practice. And the means 
which lead to the practice, may be 
reduced to the three following rules, 
which, if duly obſerved, will greatly 
forward us in devotion. | 

In the firſt place, our conſecra- 
tion ſhould be conſtantly preſent to 
our mind, according to the exawple 

5 of 
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of Jeſus chriſt. The moment in 
which we devote ourſelves, whether 


in prayer or at communion, is a mo- 


ment of fervour, and of a ftrong and 


ſenſible grace. The ſoul is, as it 


were, lifted above itſelf, and tranſ- 


ported in God. But that moment 


ſoon vaniſhes: the fervour and the 


ſenſible impreſſion of grace is no 


longer perceived; the ſoul comes 
back to itſelf, and returns to its former 
ſtate. A thouſand unavoidable cares, 
which diſtra it, would make it loſe 


| fight of the engagement which it has 


entered upon, if it were not careful 
to think of it often, and to render the 
remembrance of it habitual. This 


remembrance rouſes and ſupports it, 


animates and excites its courage, and 
is at once acurb to check it, and a __ 
to forward it on. | 


* The 
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Ihe ſecond rule is to behave one's 
ſelf in every thing, according to the 
example of Jeſus Chriſt, as one who is 
devoted to God: that is to ſay, ve 
muſt no longer diſpoſe of ourſelves, 
ve mult no longer form views and 
projects of any kind whatever; but 
mult leave ourſelves in the hands of 
God, and muſt undertake nothing, but 
through the inſpiration of his grace: 
and he never fails to manifeſt his 
will to à foul that is determined to 
accompliſh it : nor muſt we admit of 
Either, fear or deſire concerning any 
other objects than thoſe which belong 
to our conſecration: we muſt con- 
ſtantly fear whatever may make us 
{werve from it, and ardently defire 40 
be faithful in it; we muſt conſider 
ourſelves henceforward as being un- 
der the ſpecial guidance of provi- 
_ dence, and leave the care of our in- 
terior - 
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interior to God, without ſolicitude, 
without too much reflection on the 
ſtate we are in, without curioufh 
quiring into the reaſons of what hap- 
pens to us; we mult accept, with e- 
qual thankfulneſs, what comforts us, 
and what afflicts us; what troubles us, 
and what compoſes us; what contra- 
dias us, and what accommodates us; 
what deprefſes us, and what lifts us 
up: we muſt believe, without helſita- 
tion, that God only has. in view our 
welfare; and that, provided we ad- 
here to his will, the things, in appear- 
ance the moſt contrary, will turn to 
our advanta ge. | 
This is not the work of one as 
but the buſineſs of our whole life. 
thus to habituate ourſelves, in ſubmiſ- 
fion, to every event, whether tempo- 
ral or ſpiritual, We muſt be a long 
while apprentices in this ſcience, 
M : before 
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before we become maſters; and then 
only do we render ourſelves expert in 
it, when, after reiterated faults,” we 
humble ourſelves at them and correct 
them. But it is indiſpenſable to enter 
immediately into this general diſpoſi- 
tion, without which there is no prac- 
tice of devotion. 

The third rule is, to "PO Jeſus 
Chriſt always before oux eyes, in or- 
der to copy him, and expreſs him in 
our interior and exterior condud; 
we muſt intreat him to form in us his 
own image; and to hold us in his 
hand, like an immoveable and well 
ſtretched canvaſs, that is to receive 
all the traits of that adorable original. 
For it is Jeſus Chriſt himſelf, who 
works upon our foul, and chalks out | 
his own portrait, to which be after- 
wards adds colours, and the niceſt 

ſtrokes 
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ab 
ſtrokes of the pencil, if we put no ob- 
ſtacle to it. . 

As God made the material world 
through his Son, it is alſo through 
him that he makes the ſpiritual and 
ſupernatural world; and this world 
only becomes what it ought to be-by 
a reſemblance with Jeſus Chriſt. The 
ſaints of the old teſtament were 
figures of him, and thoſe of the new, 
have no other model; and when all 
the traits of the God-Man ſhall be 
expreſſed in the ele, according to 
the deſigns of the eternal Father, 
the univerſe will end. Thoſe, ſays 
St. Paul, whom God fore-knew, he alſo 
pPredeſtinated to be made conformable to 
the image of his Sonn. 


Rom. viii. 29. 


xxxvl. 
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XXXVI. 
[ELIE - 75 | | 
If the dedication to God, through 


one who bears the Chriſtian name, 


with much greater reaſon is it the 
grand duty of thoſe, on whom, by 
their calling, it is incumbent to preach 
it to others, to teach them the practice, 
and to ſet them the example of it: 
and alſo of thoſe whom God has with- 
drawn from the hurries of life, that 


they might be devoted to him in a 


more ſpecial manner. And yet are 
there many who are truly devout in 
the ſacerdotal charaQer and in a reli- 
gious ſtate? I ſay it with ſorrow; 
they are almoſt as few in number, as 


the gleanings after the reapers, and 


the grapes after the vintage. 
A Which 
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Which then is the ſoil on which this 
feed will fall and will fruftify ? God 
knows it, and it is for that foil he has 
made me write, Thoſe ſouls will 
reliſh, will underſtand, will praQtiſe 
_ devotion. „ | 

As to the others, 1 already bear 
them exclaim and complain, that F 
carry things too far; that I demand 
too much, and that there is no poſſihi- 
lity of being devout in the manner 
which I point out. But is it I who 
will have it ſo? Is it not the nature of 
the thing itſelf? Reaſon as much as 
you will on deyotion: modify it, 
temper and ſoften it as much as you 
tan: you never will be able to unite 
grace and nature, Gad and the world, 
the love of God and ſelf-love; and as 
long as this union will be impoſfible, 

fo long ſhall I be in the right, and 
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ſhall have demanded N but what 
is juſt, and even neceſſary. 
I have ſtretched thikgs too far! 
In what? In ſtyling devotion a dedi- 
cation or a conſecration? But it is the 
meaning of the word. In adhering to 
the idea of conſecration? On what 
other idea was my whole book to reſt ? 
Was I wrong in aſſerting, that the de- 
votion, which has God for object, 
ſhould be interior, without reſerve 
and divifion; that it ſhould proceed 
from love, that it ſhould inſpire con- 
fidence, that it ſhould diſpoſe us to 
abandon ourſelves toGod; that it ſhould 
be humble, mortified, and the like, 
as may be recollected? Have J ſaid 
too much? Have J even ſaid all that 
could be ſaid on each of thoſe cha- 
rafters? And if, by a culpable cau- 
tion I had enfeebled the truth, thoſe 
who will accuſe me of going to ex- 
. TE : tremes, 
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tremes, would they not bave been 


the firſt to charge me with remiſlneſs?+ _ 


Should 1 have ſaid leſs, if I had 
given for title to this work, the Ca- 
rafters of true Charity; and it, in un- 
folding the two grand precepts, of 
the love of God, and of the love of 
our neighbour, in which are included 
the law and the prophets, I had ap- | 
plied to them all that I n aſeribed 
to devotion? | 

Should I have faid leſs, if, 0 
ſpeaking to the diſciples of Jeſus 
Chriſt, and addreſſing to them the 
very words of their maſter, I had in- 
terpreted to them his leſſons and his 
doQrine, according to the ſenſe of the 
Apoſtles and the Fathers of the 
Church? Or if, in propoſing to them 
Jeſus Chriſt as a model, I bad ſtrongly 
repreſented to them the indiſpenſable 
neceſſity of imitating his interior diſ- 
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poſitions with regard to God his Fa- 
ther, and the virtues which have ſhone 
throughout his Whole life, from the 
* to the cross? 

Should I have ſaid Jef, if I had 
fer before their eyes the example of 
the primitive Chriſtians, our fathers 
in faith; and had aſked them, if, hav- 
ing the ſame duties and the ſame ob- 
ligations, they were not bound to 
have the ſame ſentiments, the ſame 


conduct, and the fame devotion ? 
And let it not be. ſaid; that the CIF- 


cumſtances are not the ſame. I ebuld 9 
eafily prove, that the preſent circum- 
ſtances are more delicate and more 
dangerous for ſalvation. 

I conclude, that I could not have 
ſaid leſs without betraying the cauſe 
of my great Maſter, and that we can- 
not do leſs without prejudicing the 
deareſt intereſts of our ſoul, The 
„ glory 
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glory of God, for which we are creat. 
ed, the eternal happineſs to which we 
are called, as well as our preſent hap- 


pineſs, are concerned, The matter 
well deſerves mature deliberation, and 


a prudent deciſion, 
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